THE PRINCIPAL

ACTS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE

Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing)

CONVENED AT EDINBURGH MAY 2008

WITH THE

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THAT ASSEMBLY

AND THE

REPORTS SUBMITTED TO THAT ASSEMBLY

AND THE

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION
OF THE PREVIOUS ASSEMBLY

FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (Continuing)
MMVIII



ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2008



2008]

THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING)

CONTENTS
2008

PRINCIPAL ACTS

CLASS |
ACT |

CLASS I
ACT II
ACT Il
ACT IV
ACTV
ACT VI
ACT VII

ACT VIII

ACT IX

ACT X

ACT XI
ACT XIllI
ACT XlII
ACT XIV
ACT XV
ACT XVI
ACT XVII

ACT XVIII
ACT XIX

ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE BARRIER ACT
Act repealing Act | Class | 1989

ACTS OF GENERAL INTEREST TO THE CHURCH

Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to HM the Queen

Act anent Presbytery and Synod Reorganisation

Act anent Re-appointment of Honorary General Treasurer

Act anent Equal Dividend

Act anent Supply Fees and Expenses

Act anent Appointment and Employment of Resident Lay Agents and Procedure in
Applications

Act anent Appointment of General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Argyll &
Lochaber

Act anent Appointment of General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Caithness
& Sutherland

Act anent Appointment of General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Edinburgh
& Perth

Act anent Appointment of General Assessor to the Free Presbytery of Glasgow
Act anent Appointment of General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Inverness
Act anent Appointment of General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron
Act anent Consolidation of Congregations of Dumbarton and Thornwood

Act anent Appointment of General Assessor to the Free Preshytery of Ross

Act anent Appointment of Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles

Act anent Boundaries of Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada and
Disjunction of Congregation of Smiths Falls

Act appointing Commission of Assembly

Act appointing next General Assembly

ACTS OF COMMISSION OF ASSEMBLY

ACT |
ACT II

Act anent Appointment of Lecturer in Hebrew & Old Testament

Act anent Appointment of General Assessor to the Free Preshytery of Lewis

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION OF ASSEMBLY

ACCOUNTS

STANDING ORDERS

PAGE

10
10
10
11

15

15

15

15
16
16
16
16
17
17

17
19

19
19

21
91
161
169
183



4 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

INDEX

PAGE
A
ACCOUNTS e e 169
Acts, Principal ........ocooiiiii 6
AJUArESSES wonveie et e 67
Appeals:
Members of Smiths Falls ................... 82
Adherents of Smiths Falls .................. 82
Mr David & Mrs Evelyn Sinclair ......... 82
Assembly Arrangements .................... 26, 33
Report . e, 92
Supplementary Report .................... 99
Assembly Officer ..........cocovviiiiiiinnnn 26
B
Bills, Overtures, etc. Committee:
Committee appointed ....................ee 24
Report ....oveii i, 27,42
Business Committee:
Committee appointed ...................... 24
Report ..o 28
C
Committee anent Allegations of Conspiracy ... 74
Report . B £
Commlttee anent Bwldlng Prolects ......... 57
Report ... 157
Committee anent Review of Recent Acts & Findings 74
Report . PP 51 ¢
Commlssmn of Assembly
Appointed ... 88
MINUEES ..o e 161
Complaints:
Mr Lindsay MacCallum (&) ................ 81
Mr Lindsay MacCallum (b) ................ 82
Mr Lindsay MacCallum () ................ 82
D
Deceased Ministers & Elders:
Committee appointed ..................... 25

Report .....c.cooeiviiiiiiiiieeeeee. 80
Delegates & Visitors ....... 29, 31, 46,57, 67,71

[2008

PAGE

E
Ecumenical Relations ............cc.cc.ooennee. 30
Report ... 103

F
Finance & Sustentation .......................... 36
Report ..., 119

H
Home & Foreign Missions .............c...... 65
Report .......cooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee... 146

L
Legal Advice & Property .................. 69, 164
Report ..o 131
Letters .o 31, 32

Loyal & Dutiful Address:
Committee appointed ...................... 25
Report ..o 28

M

Moderator:

AdAress ..oovveiie i 27
Elected ....covvvvviviiiiiiie . 24

N
NOMINAtioNS ......covvveie i 76
Report ..o, 94

Order of the Day 29, 31, 4
Overtures:

1,42, 46, 57, 67, 69,71

Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland ..... 58

Members of the House
Members of the House

(€ T 64
(o) BT 75



2008] THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 5

PAGE
P
Petitions:
Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber ........ 46
Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland .. 47
Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth ........ 47
Presbytery of Glasgow .................... 48

Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada (2) 48
Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada (b) 83

Presbytery of Inverness ................... 49
Presbytery of Lewis ........................ 167
Presbytery of Lochcarron ................. 50
Congregation of Dumbarton .............. 51

Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars 65,68,71
Members & Adherents of Smiths Falls .. 54

Precentors Appointed ...........c.coeiiiinnn. 27
Printing Acts of Assembly:
Committee appointed ..................... 25
Report ..o 87
Protestations ..........coocvvviviiiiiiiiiiines 88
Psalmody ........cccovvviiiiiiiiiiie. 44
Report ..o 141
Public Questions, etc. ...............cv.e 56, 161
Report ... 134

Publications ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeenn. 57
Report ... 109

PAGE

R

Records:

Committee appointed .................... 25
Report ....oeeii i 56, 85
Returns under Barrier Act .................... 44
Roll of Assembly ... 21

S
Standing Orders .............cooevvvnen... 24,183
Srategy oo 76
Report ... 158

T
Training of Ministry .................... 61, 62, 162
Report ... 152
Supplementary Report .................... 62

W
Welfare of Youth & Education ............... 42

Report .....ooviiiii e 114



6 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2008
THE PRINCIPAL

ACTS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND (Continuing)

MAY MMVIII

CLASS| — ACTSWHICH HAVE PASSED THE
BARRIER ACT

Act | — Act repealing Act | Class| 1989
(No 1 of Class I)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly, with consent of Presbyteries,

1. Enact and ordain that Act | Class | 1989 is hereby repealed;

2. Declare that all Ministers inducted to Charges or appointed to full time positions in
the Church which are without restriction of time since May 1989 are Ministers of the
Charge ad vitam aut cul pam;

3. Direct Presbhyteries that when a Minister in a Charge or appointed to a full-time post
attains 70 years of age the said Presbyteries shall give diligence to make enquiries
regarding the ability of the Minister to fulfil his duties, such enquiries to be repeated
when the said Minister attains the age of 75 years and yearly thereafter.
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CLASSII — ACTSWHICH ARE OF GENERAL INTEREST
TO THE CHURCH

Act Il — Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Addressto Her M ajesty the Queen
(No 2 of Class II)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY

The Loyal and Dutiful Address of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

May it please Your Majesty.

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General
Assembly this 20th day of May 2008, declare to Your Majesty our sincere loyalty to Your
Majesty’s person and throne.

We thank Almighty God for His continued protection and gracious care of Your Majesty
in all the many duties and journeys involved in Your Majesty's work as Head of State, at
home and abroad.

Prayer is regularly offered to the Lord in our Churches for Your Majesty’s person and
family, that You may know His blessing, and might enjoy His grace and wisdom in Your
family life and in Your many official duties.

We pray constantly for Your Majesty’s Ministers and Government that they may have
God-given wisdom, grace and strength for carrying out their responsibilities, in the
conviction that they are answerable to the Head of nations, the Lord Jesus Christ, and that
“righteousness exalts a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people.”

We also remember in prayer the members of Your Majesty’s Armed Forces, particularly
as they continue to seek to bring peace and stability to the troubled lands of Iraq and
Afghanistan, in dangerous and difficult circumstances. We admire the commitment of the
Princes William and Harry to the service of their country and we thank God that they
have been preserved from harm.

We pray that your Majesty will continue faithfully to honour Your Coronation Oath to
maintain to the utmost of your power in the United Kingdom the Protestant Reformed
Religion established by law. We believe it is on this Protestant basis, in obedience to the
Lord Jesus Christ, that there rest the grounds of a righteous and stable society and the
civil and religious liberties which we prize.
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May God Almighty continue to guide and uphold Your Majesty, his Royal Highness
Prince Philip and all members of the Royal household.

So pray Your Majesty’s most faithful subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing), in General Assembly convened.

Act Il — Act anent Presbytery and Synod Reorganisation
(No 3 of Class II)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

1. The General Assembly enact the following scheme for the adjustment of Presbytery
and Synod Bounds:

Vi.

The bounds of the Presbytery of Ross adjusted to exclude the parish of Kilmorack.
The bounds of the Presbytery of Inverness adjusted to include the parish of
Kilmorack. The charge of Kilmorack & Strathglass transferred to the Presbytery
of Inverness;

. The bounds of the Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth adjusted to exclude Aberdeen.

The bounds of the Presbytery of Inverness adjusted to include Aberdeen. The
charge of Aberdeen transferred from the Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth to the
Presbytery of Inverness;

The bounds of the Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber adjusted to exclude all
parishes north and west of Ballachulish. The bounds of the Presbytery of
Inverness extended to include all parishes north and west of Ballachulish;

The Presbyteries of Caithness & Sutherland and Ross are hereby united, to be
known as the Northern Presbytery, with its Seat in Lairg;

The Presbyteries of Argyll & Lochaber, Edinburgh & Perth and Glasgow are
hereby united, to be known as the Southern Presbytery, with its Seat in Glasgow;

The bounds of the Presbytery of Skye & Uist adjusted to exclude all parishes in
the Outer Hebrides. The bounds of the Presbytery of Lewis adjusted to include all
parishes in the Outer Hebrides. The charge of North Uist & Grimsay transferred
from the Presbytery of Skye & Uist to the Presbytery of Lewis;

vii. The Presbytery of Lewis is hereby renamed the Outer Hebrides Presbytery;

viii. The Presbyteries of Skye & Uist and Lochcarron are hereby united, to be known
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as the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron, with its Seat in Portree and the proviso
that at least two meetings per year take place within the bounds of the former
Presbytery of Lochcarron;

ix. The Southern and Northern Synods are hereby united, to be known as the
Mainland Synod;

2. The General Assembly ordain that the first Meetings of those Presbyteries and Synods
affected by Amalgamation according to the foregoing scheme shall be held according
to the following schedule and the Moderators named shall be responsible for the
convening of the respective courts:

i. Northern Presbytery: Tuesday 16" September 2008 at 7pm at ‘Shalom’,
Lochside, Lairg; Moderator, Rev. Robert Josey, Resolis Rtd.;

ii. Southern Presbytery: Tuesday 2™ September 2008 at 7pm at Partick Free Church,
Glasgow; Moderator, Rev. David S. Fraser, Shettleston;

iii. Skye & Lochcarron: Tuesday 16™ September 2008 at 1lam in Portree Free
Church; Moderator, Rev. John Morrison, Kilmuir & Stenscholl;

iv. Mainland Synod: Tuesday 7" April 2009 at 2pm in Kingussie; Moderator, Rev.
John A. Gillies, Partick Highland, Rtd.;

3. The General Assembly ordain that all new courts shall inherit and discharge all
benefits and burdens which may have pertained to former courts now within their
bounds, according to existing regulations;

4.1 The General Assembly amend Standing Order VI.1.3 to read “Each Group shall
comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two Elders, and each
Presbytery, in so far as is practicable, shall be represented on each group of
Committees”;

4.2 The General Assembly amend Standing Order V1.3.3 to read “A Psalmody Committee
which shall have a Membership comprised of one Minister or Elder from each
Presbytery, nominated by Presbyteries on the ground of special knowledge of and
practical experience in Psalmody”;

4.3 The General Assembly suspend for one year Standing Orders VI.1.3, VI1.3.3 and
VI1.4.1—VI1.4.4 and direct the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to
make such transitional arrangements as are appropriate for the coming year, bearing in
mind the principles which are reflected in the Standing Orders.
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Act IV — Act anent Reappointment of Honorary General Treasurer
(No 4 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly re-appoint Rev. John Keddie as Honorary General Treasurer for a
further year.

Act V — Act anent Equal Dividend
(No 5 of Class II)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £18,000 as from 1% July 2008.

Act VI — Act anent Supply Fees and Expenses
(No 6 of Class II)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly approve the following Supply Fees and Expenses:
1. The following scale of preaching fees will be effective from 1% July 2008:
Resident supply by Students and Probationers:
- Single men at the rate of £110 per week
- Married men without children at the rate of £125 per week

- Married men with children at the rate of £125 per week plus £25 for each child,
up to an overall total of £225 per family, including amounts for children.

Resident supply by Retired Ministers:

- Single men at the rate of £55 per week

- Married men at the rate of £80 per week
Other preaching supply:

- At the rate of £25 per service, up to a maximum of £50 per Lord’s Day. This is
not applicable to Ministers in Charges in receipt of full stipend.

2. Additional expenses may be claimed in the performance of the duties involved as
follows:
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- Motor car mileage at 25p per mile without distance restriction

- Costs of public transport, including ferry costs, trains or buses, and any other out-
of-pocket expenses (supported by relevant receipts where possible)

- Resident supply fees and expenses, when arranged by the Sustentation and Supply
Committee, will be calculated and paid for by the Committee and charged to the
congregation requesting the resident supply arrangement, unless that congregation
is not a fully sanctioned charge.

3. Supply preachers should use the most economical mode of transport readily available
to and from the congregation supplied.

4. Supply preachers supplying on the Lord’s Day should not use travel by public
transport on the Lord’s Day. In cases where public transport is used to fulfil an
engagement in a congregation accommodation should be arranged in the local
congregation from the Saturday to the Monday.

5. a). In the case of a Charge where more than three services are provided on a Sabbath
and two preachers are required to supply the Charge (either during a vacancy or
because the Minister is necessarily away from his pulpit) the Deacons’ Court(s) of the
Charge shall be entitled to claim 50% of Supply Fees and Expenses from the Finance
& Sustentation Committee.

b). In the case of a Charge which has remitted 66% of its total income but less than
the Equal Dividend in the previous year and where supply expenses on any given
Sabbath exceed £100 (either in a vacancy or because the Minister is away from his
pulpit for an extended period) the Deacons’ Court(s) of the Charge shall be entitled to
claim 50% of the cost of Supply Fees and Expenses, up to a maximum of £1500 in
any given calendar year.

The General Assembly repeal Act IV (Class Il) 2003 anent Supply Fees and Expenses
and Act XVIII (Class Il) 2007 anent Supply Fees and Expenses.

Act VII — Act anent Appointment and Employment of Resident Lay Agents
and Procedurein Applications
(No 7 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly repeal Act XIV 1972, and approve the following Regulations
governing the appointment and employment of Resident Lay Agents, and the Procedures
in Applications for the services of Resident Lay Agents (as set out in Appendix 1 below).
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APPENDIX 1.

REGULATIONS GOVERNING APPOINTMENT AND EMPLOYMENT OF
RESIDENT LAY AGENTS.

APPOINTMENT AND EMPLOYMENT

1. A Resident Lay Agent is appointed by the Finance & Sustentation Committee to
preach and exercise pastoral care under the direction of the Minister (or Interim
Moderator) and Kirk Session of the Congregation, and oversight of the Presbytery.

2. Ordinarily, no person shall be employed as Resident Lay Agent in the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) who has not been a communicant member in the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing) for a period of two years.

3. Application for recognition as a Resident Lay Agent shall be made on a prescribed
form through the Kirk Session and Presbytery to the Finance & Sustentation
Committee who shall interview each applicant before authorising that his name be
added to the Roll of Resident Lay Agents.

4. The applicant must first sign the Formula before his name can be added to the Roll of
Lay Agents in the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing). This will be done under the
supervision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee.

5. All appointments to Congregations, which shall be provisional for the first year, shall
be made in consultation with Kirk Sessions.

6. The appointment as a Resident Lay Agent does not, of itself, entitle the Resident Lay
Agent to a seat in a Presbytery.

7. The engagement as a Resident Lay Agent does not, of itself, entitle a person to a seat
in a Kirk Session; he may, however, be elected as an Elder in that congregation and
thus have a seat on that Congregation’s Kirk Session.

8. Resident Lay Agents are entitled to the statutory notice of termination of contract.
Termination can only be determined by the Committee. Resident Lay Agents must
give statutory notice of termination of contract.

9. Ordinarily, the Congregation(s) shall provide the Resident Lay Agent with a house
free of charge which shall always be included in the certified Quinquennial Schedules
on the condition of Congregational property; and before a new appointment is made a
report on the house, certifying that all needed repairs or replacements have been
carried out or arranged for, shall be transmitted to the Committee through the
Presbytery of the bounds.

10. When a Resident Lay Agent’s duties involve travel and other expenses, the
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Congregation shall make such contributions towards his expenses as may seem
reasonable and possible.

The Congregation shall pay such assessment in respect of the Resident Lay Agent’s
salary as may be approved by the General Assembly.

A Resident Lay Agent appointed to a vacant congregation, or settled charge, shall
only be permitted to engage in other employment provided, and as long as, the
Presbytery and Kirk Session are satisfied that such employment will in no way hinder
or conflict with the discharge of the duties he is expected to undertake in his capacity
as a Resident Lay Agent.

A Resident Lay Agent may be transferred from one sphere of work to another at the
Committee’s discretion, after due intimation to the Kirk Session and Presbyteries
involved. He is required to take his Disjunction Certificate with him in order that his
name is added to the Communion Roll of the Congregation.

The Committee shall meet removal expenses from one sphere to another.

A Resident Lay Agent shall receive a salary equivalent to 85% of the Equal Dividend
in any one year. Should he take up other employment, as permitted in paragraph 12,
he must immediately inform the Committee, and, if necessary, an appropriate
adjustment in salary shall be made.

Congregations having the services of a Resident Lay Agent shall meet the expenses
incurred for Supply when he is on holiday, up to a maximum of four weeks. Holiday
entitlement accrues from month to month. Holiday leave shall not exceed 42 days of
which only 6 may be Sabbaths, in any one particular year. Any one holiday period
shall not exceed 28 successive days without the Resident Lay Agent informing the
Presbytery of his proposed arrangements. All holiday entitlement shall be taken up
before 31" December or extended to 28™ February of the following year with the
agreement of the Presbytery.

If a Resident Lay Agent is unfit through illness, he shall follow the same procedure as
is set out in Act 4, Class 1, 1994, Sections 1.1-1.9. {Act anent Leave of Absence}

If a Resident Lay Agent’s absence from duty shall extend beyond four successive
Sabbaths, the same procedure shall be followed as is set out in Act 4, Class 11, 1994,
Sections 1.1-1.9.

If a Resident Lay Agent shall continue unfit for duty by reason of illness for more
than twelve months, the same procedure shall be followed as is set out in Act 4, Class
11, 1994, Sections 1.1 -1.9.

The Committee shall be responsible for the Resident Lay Agent’s salary, and the costs
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21.

22,

23.

24,
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of Pension and Death in Service benefit.
Pension will be provided in conformity with the Church’s Pension Scheme.

The Committee may, in unusual circumstances, engage a Resident Lay Agent to serve
in more than one Congregation within a Presbytery or Presbyteries provided that
Linkage is not a realistic option.

In the case of a Resident Lay Agent being engaged by the Committee to serve in more
than one Congregation, the above-noted shall apply with the proviso that the
Committee shall consult with the Ministers (or Interim Moderators) and Kirk Sessions
of the Congregations as well as the Presbytery or Presbyteries with a view to the
Committee determining

1. the proportion of service allotted to each congregation

2. the proportion of expenses etc payable by each congregation

3. the proportion of Assessment attributed to each congregation

4. in which congregation the Resident Lay Agent should have his membership.

The above Regulations will take effect from the close of the 2008 Assembly with
respect to all Resident Lay Agents on the Roll of Lay Agents, as well as to those who
may be placed upon it in future.

PROCEDURE IN APPLICATIONS

An application by a Kirk Session for a Resident Lay Agent will be considered
provided that a suitable Manse free of charge is available, and the Congregation is
prepared to meet the assessment in respect of the Resident Lay Agent’s salary
approved by the General Assembly in the case of a) a vacant congregation unable to
have a settled minister, or a link with a neighbouring charge, and b) a settled charge
where simultaneous services are held in widely separated districts within the
Congregational bounds. Each application shall be made on a prescribed schedule
obtainable from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee.

In the event of a Lay Agent being transferred from one Congregation to another, the
Kirk Session of the Congregation from which he is transferred shall make fresh
application, if a replacement is required.

Exceptional cases may be considered on their merits with regard to the interests of the
Church and the state of the Funds at the disposal of the Committee.

Every application must be made by the Kirk Session and transmitted to the Committee
through the Presbytery.
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Act VIII — Act anent Appointment of General Assessorstothe
Free Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber
(No 8 of Class II)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber
and grant its crave and appoint the Members of the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron
General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber.

Act IX — Act anent Appointment of General Assessorstothe
Free Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland
(No 9 of Class II)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Caithness &
Sutherland and grant its crave. They appoint Rev. Daniel MacKinnon (Rtd), Rev. Robert
Josey (Rtd), Rev John MacLeod, (Tarbat) and Rev. Henry J.T. Woods (Kilmorack &
Strathglass) General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland.

Act X — Act anent Appointment of General Assessorsto the
Free Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth
(No 10 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth
and grant its crave. They appoint Rev. William B. Scott (Rtd), Rev. Murdo A.N.
MacLeod (Partick), Mr Norman Smith and Mr John A. Macpherson General Assessors to
the Free Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth.

Act XI — Act anent Appointment of General Assessor tothe
Free Presbytery of Glasgow
(No 11 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Glasgow and grant
its crave. They appoint Rev. John J. Murray a General Assessor to the Free Presbytery of
Glasgow.
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Act XII — Act anent Appointment of General Assessorsto the
Free Presbytery of Inverness
(No 12 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Inverness and grant
its crave and appoint Rev. Allan I.M. Maciver and Rev. John A. Gillies General Assessors
to the Free Presbytery of Inverness.

Act X111 — Act anent Appointment of General Assessorsto the
Free Presbytery of Lochcarron
(No 13 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron and
grant its crave. They appoint Rev Allan I. M. Maciver, (Rtd), Rev. John W. Keddie
(Bracadale), Mr. Alasdair Gillies (Kilmuir & Stenscholl) and Mr. Peter Macaskill
(Strath), General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron.

Act XIV — Act anent Consolidation of Congregations of
Dumbarton and Thornwood
(No 14 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 20" May 2008

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Congregation of Dumbarton and grant
its crave. They consolidate the Congregations at Dumbarton and Thornwood as one
Charge to be known as Thornwood, under one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court.

Act XV — Act anent Appointment of General Assessor to the
Free Presbytery of Ross
(No 15 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 21% May 2008

The General Assembly appoint to the Free Presbytery of Ross as Assessor to serve until
the General Assembly of 2009 or until such earlier time as the vacant Charge of Kiltearn
be settled, Rev. Henry J.T. Woods.
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Act XVI — Act anent Appointment of L ecturer
in Church History & Church Principles
(No 16 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 21% May 2008

The General Assembly appoint Rev. John W. Keddie Lecturer in Church History &
Church Principles.

Act XVII — Act anent Boundaries of Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western
Canada and Digunction of Congregation of Smiths Falls
(No 17 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 22" May 2008

The General Assembly receive the Petition from the Presbytery of Great Lakes &
Western Canada and note that such Congregations and office-bearers of the Free
Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada as lie within the United States of America
are seeking to establish in the near term an indigenous denomination organizationally
distinct from the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) but committed to the same
constitutional principles in doctrine, worship and government;

The General Assembly grant the crave of the Petition and

a. disjoin the Congregation of Smiths Falls from the Presbytery of Great Lakes and
Western Canada and place it under the supervision of the Committee on Home and
Foreign Missions, that Committee to act in loco synodi.

b. declare that the bounds of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada are
hereby altered to comprise the area known as the United States of America, the
Presbytery from henceforth to be known as the Free Presbytery of the United States of
America.

Act XVIIlI — Act appointing Commission of Assembly
(No 18 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 22™ May 2008

The General Assembly did and hereby do nominate and appoint a Commission, consisting
of all the members of Assembly, with the addition of the name of Mr David MacRae
(Inverness), named by the Moderator:- TO BE A COMMISSION of this General
Assembly, with power to the said Commission, or their quorum, which is hereby declared
to be any fifteen or more of their number, whereof eight at the least are always to be
Ministers, to meet and convene at Dores, the first Tuesday in October and the first
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Tuesday in March next to come, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and
convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: And the General Assembly
fully empower the said Commission, or their quorum above mentioned, to cognosce and
finally determine, as they shall see cause, in every matter referred to them or which shall
be referred to, them, by or in virtue of any Act or order of the Assembly, and to do
everything contained in and conform to the instructions given or to be given by the
Assembly; and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church
do not suffer or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable;
provided always that, save as hereafter stated this general clause be not extended to
particular affairs or processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal
concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby appointed that no
private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be
determined at one diet of Commission with relation to private causes, shall be unalterable
by any other diet thereof and shall stand and continue in force until disapproved by the
General Assembly. And further, the said Commission are hereby empowered to receive
and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for raising preaching
stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned charges, for consolidating
congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers overseas and Foreign
Missionaries in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any references and
appeals that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and ripen such
affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the suppression of
vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to Synods, Presbyteries
and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end. In view of present
circumstances arising out of the division of 2000, the Assembly empower the
Commission to take all steps necessary and proper to be taken immediately in the
interests of the Church, and such as the Assembly themselves might take, in all the
questions that may arise directly therefrom or thereanent: And the Assembly hereby
empower the Commission to receive and dispose of all references, complaints, and
appeals arising in the Inferior Courts, which may be brought before them in accordance
with the law and practice of the Church: And the Inferior Courts are hereby instructed to
remit all such cases to the said meetings in due time (in accordance with the Standing
Orders of the General Assembly): And in all their actings the said Commission are to
proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church, and to do nothing contrary
thereto or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that in and for all their actings they shall
be accountable to, and censurable by, the next General Assembly, as they shall see cause.
And this Commission shall continue and endure until another Commission be appointed,
and members are required to attend the diets of the said Commission.
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Act XIX — Act appointing next General Assembly

(No 19 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 22™ May 2008

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 18" May 2009 years at 6 0’clock
in the evening.

Acts of the Commission of Assembly

Act | — Act anent Appointment of Lecturer in Hebrew & Old Testament

Dores, 2™ October 2007

The Commission of Assembly appoint Rev. Allan Murray, Minister at Brora, Lecturer in
Hebrew & Old Testament.

Act Il — Act anent Appointment of General Assessor to the
Free Presbytery of Lewis

Dores, 4™ March 2008

The Commission of Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Lewis and
grant its crave and appoint Rev. David M. Blunt a General Assessor to the Free
Presbytery of Lewis.
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING),

HOLDEN AT EDINBURGH, 19™ MAY MMVIII

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there 15;;'* (’;"AY
onaal
the 19" day of May 2008 yearsat 6 o'clock evening ~ Sess. 1. 4

Evening

Which day the Ministers and Elders, Commissioners from Presbyteries appointed to meet 1. Assembly
this day, were convened, and after sermon from Rev. Maurice J. Roberts, Retiring COnstitited
Moderator, who preached from Matthew 4:19

And he saith unto them, Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men
the General Assembly was duly constituted, and the names of Commissioners, having

been presented in a printed list and acknowledged as correct were allowed to stand as
follows:

WESTERN SYNOD 2. Roll of Assembly
Presbytery of Lewis
MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Malcolm MacLean, North Tolsta (Rtd) ~ Mr Calum Campbell, Greag Bhan,
Mr M. MacAulay MacLeod, Barvas (Rtd)  Ardnakille, Scalpay

Mr Kenneth Smith, Knock (Rtd) Mr John Maciver, 28 High Street, Skigersta,
Mr Donald M. MacDonald, Uig (Rtd) Ness, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0TS

Mr James Clark, Knock & Point Mr Callum MacLean, 19 Barony Square,
Mr Greg MacDonald, Cross Stornoway, HS1 2TQ

Mr Angus Macleod, 12 Upper Garrabost,
Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 OPN

Mr Donald Martin , 9(A) Branahuie,
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BG

Mr William Murray, 6 Morrison Terrace,
Tong, Isle of Lewis

Dr Andrew I. Naylor, 18 Ferry Road,
Leverburgh, Isle of Harris, HS5 3UB

Mr John Smith, 5 Park, Barvas, Isle of
Lewis

Mr Malcolm Thomson, 14 Barony Square,
Stornoway, HS1 2TQ
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19TH MAY
Monday

Evening

2. Roll of Assembly
(Cont.)
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Presbytery of Lochcarron

MINISTERS

Mr Ronald MacKenzie, Glenelg &
Arnisdale (Rtd)
Mr Graeme Craig, Lochalsh & Glenshiel

ELDERS

Mr Murdo MacDonald, 4 Ormiscaig,
Aultbea, Ross-shire, V22 2JN

Mr Alasdair MacKenzie, Hillside,

12 Mellon Charles, Aultbea, 1V22 2JN

Presbytery of Skye & Uist

MINISTERS

Mr Allan .M. Maciver, Strath (Rtd)

Mr John W Keddie, Bracadale

Mr Kenneth MacDonald, Snizort

Mr David M. Blunt, North Uist & Grimsay
Mr Richard R. Ross, Portree

ELDERS

Mr John Macdonald, 4 Achachorc, Portree,
Isle of Skye, V51

Mr John MacLean, Aignish, 15 Knockline,
North Uist, HS6 5DT

Mr lain A.C. MacPherson, 10 Storr Road,
Portree, Isle of Skye, V51 9EG

Mr Alasdair N. Nicolson, Amer, Struan, Isle
of Skye, V56 8FX

Mr Angus Shaw, 2 Peinmore, Skeabost
Bridge, Isle of Skye, 1V51 9PQ

SOUTHERN SYNOD

Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber

MINISTERS

ELDERS

Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth

MINISTERS

Mr Roderick MacLeod, Dundee (Rtd)
Mr William McKnight, Leith (Rtd)

Mr John J. Murray, Edinburgh, Free St
Columba’s (Rtd)

Mr James I. Gracie, Edinburgh, Free St.
Columba’s

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Aberdeen

ELDERS

Mr Desmond Biggerstaff, 57b Clerwood
Gardens, Edinburgh, EH12 8PX

Mr Maurice Grant, 8 Nantwich Drive,
Edinburgh, EH7 6QS
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Presbytery of Glasgow

MINISTERS

Mr Alasdair Johnston, Dumbarton (Rtd)
Mr John A. Gillies, Partick Highland (Rtd)
Mr Bryan H. Baxter, Kilwinning (Rtd)

Mr David S. Fraser, Shettleston

Mr William B. Scott, Dumfries (Rtd)

Mr Donald N. MacLeod, Briton St. (Rtd)
Mr William Macleod, Thornwood

Mr Murdo A.N. MacLeod, Partick

Mr Gavin Beers, Ayr
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19TH MAY
Monday

Evening

ELDERS
2. Roll of Assembly

(Cont.)
Mr Alex Campbell, 4 Geils Avenue,

Dumbarton, G82 2QH

Mr James Frew, 80 Greenside Avenue,
Springside, Irvine, KA1l 3AE

Mr Donald MacKay, Dunarbuck, Bowling,
Dunbartonshire, G60 5AB

Mr John A Macpherson, 50 Killoch Drive,
Glasgow, G13 3AV

Mr J. Malcolm Noble, Stonebroom Cottage,
Scotby, Carlisle CA4 8DB

Mr Alan Wilson, 13 Sandyhills Place,
Glasgow, G32 9TS

Mr Walter Wright, 9 Station Road, Neilston,
Renfrewshire, G78 3EE

Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland

MINISTERS

Mr Allan Murray, Rogart & Edrachillis

ELDERS

Mr John MacKenzie, 307 Culkein,
Drumbeg, Lairg, Sutherland, 1\VV27 4NL
Mr D.W. Munro, Shalom, Lochside, Lairg,
Sutherland, IV27 4EB

Mr J.J. Munro, Achvrail, Rogart,
Sutherland, 128 3UD

Mr J.C. Sutherland, 67 Balvraid, Dornoch,
Sutherland, 125 3JB

NORTHERN SYNOD

Presbytery of Inverness

MINISTERS

Mr Hugh M. Ferrier, Inverness Free North
(Rtd)

Mr Maurice J. Roberts, Inverness Free
Greyfriars

Mr John MacLeod, Duthil-Dores (Rtd)
Mr Gavino Fioretti, Duthil-Dores

ELDERS

Mr Donald Fraser, Bein Sgurrach,
Errogie, Inverness-shire

Mr Glenn Fraser, 7 Clephanton Cottages,
Ardersier, Inverness, IV2 7QS

Mr Alistair MacKintosh, Erchite Farm,
Dores, Inverness, 1IV1 2TX

Mr David Murray, 24 Miers Avenue,
Inverness
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Monday

Evening

2. Roll of Assembly
(Cont.)

3. Thanks

4. Election of
Moderator

5. Standing Orders

6. Committees to
Expedite Business
of the House

6a. Committee on
Bills, Overtures etc.
and Business
Committee
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Presbytery of Ross

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Robert Josey, Resolis (Rtd) Mr Andrew Allan, 43 Obsdale Road,

Mr John MacLeod, Tarbat Alness, Ross-shire 117 0TU

Mr Daniel MacKinnon, Kilmorack & Mr Hector Campbell, The Kelpies, Tarlogie,
Strathglass (Rtd) Tain, Ross-shire

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Kilmorack & Mr Lindsay MacCallum, 5 Salvesen
Strathglass Crescent, Alness, Ross-shire, 1V17 0UJ

Dr Murdoch Murchison, Ord House,
Strathpeffer, Ross-shire, V14 7DX
SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA

Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Warren Gardner, Atlanta Mr David Biser, 18105 Vernon Estate
Mr R. Sherman Isbell, Washington, DC Drive, Oldtown, Maryland, USA

Mr Robert D. McCurley, Greenville

Mr Sean Humby, Church Planter /

Evangelist, Dayton

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly record their thanks to the Retiring Moderator for his sermon and
his services in the Chair.

The General Assembly then proceeded to elect a Moderator, when it was moved,
seconded and agreed that the Assembly appoint Rev. John W. Keddie, Minister at
Bracadale, to be their Moderator. Intimation of his appointment was then made to Mr
Keddie, who, having been introduced and welcomed, took the Chair and thanked the
Assembly.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The Standing Orders as in the print be taken as the Standing Orders of this Assembly.

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint Committees to expedite the business of
the House.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Bills, Overtures, Petitions and
Commissions and a Committee to arrange the Business of the House consisting of:
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Messrs John J. Murray, Henry J.T. Woods, John MacLeod (Tarbat), Graeme Craig, R 19TH MAY
Sherman Isbell, John MacLeod (Duthil Dores), Donald N. MacLeod, Kenneth Monday
MacDonald, Allan I.M. Maciver, Greg MacDonald, Murdo A.N. MacLeod, Ministers; Evening
with Messrs Lindsay MacCallum, Callum MacLean, Andrew Allan, Murdoch Murchison, 6a. Committee on
Desmond Biggerstaff, John MacKenzie, and Maurice Grant, Elders. Rev. John J. Murray, aBrigSéSS‘i’ﬁgsfes etc.
Convener of Bills, Overtures, etc. Committee and Rev. Henry J.T. Woods, Convener of Committee (Cont.)

Business Committee.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Loyal and Dutiful Address to 6b. Committee to

. . Prepare Loyal and
her Majesty The Queen consisting of: Dut‘?ful Adgress

Messrs John W. Keddie, Hugh M. Ferrier, John A. Gillies, Maurice J. Roberts, John
Macleod (Tarbat), M. Macaulay Macleod, John J. Murray, William B. Scott, William
Macleod, David S. Fraser, Allan Murray, James Frew, James I. Gracie, Sean Humby,
Ministers: with Messrs Maurice Grant, D. W. Munro, Donald Fraser, Alistair
MacKintosh, Alasdair MacKenzie, D. Biser, Alan.M. Wilson, Donald Martin, J. Malcolm
Noble, Calum Campbell, and John A. Macpherson, Elders. Rev. John W. Keddie,
Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to visit Synod and Committee Records 6¢. Committee to
consisting of: Visit Records

Messrs A. Johnston, Robert W. Josey, David S. Fraser, William Macleod, William B.
Scott, Ronald MacKenzie, Malcolm MacLean, Timothy J. McGlynn, Warren Gardner,
David M. Blunt, Murdo A.N. MacLeod, Gavin Beers, Ministers; with Messrs Andrew
Naylor, Angus Macleod, David Murray, William Murray, Alex Campbell, J.J. Munro,
Donald Mackay, John Maclean, Andrew Allan, Angus Shaw, and Walter Wright, Elders.
Rev. Murdo A.N. MacLeod, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Minute on Deceased Ministers 6d. Committee to
and Elders consisting of: ggc":;:eg":\;‘i“;f;e':s
& Elders

Messrs John A. Gillies, Donald N. MacLeod, Allan I.M. Maciver, Donald M. MacDonald,

Kenneth Smith, Kenneth MacDonald, Daniel Mackinnon, William McKnight, Ministers;

with Messrs J.C. Sutherland, Malcolm Thomson, John Maciver, Hector Campbell, Glenn

Fraser, Angus Shaw, John Macdonald, Alasdair N. Nicolson, and Murdo Macdonald,

Elders. Rev. Kenneth MacDonald, Convener.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Printing Acts of Assembly consisting of  6e. Committee on
Printing of Acts of
Assembly
Messrs Roderick MacLeod, Ronald MacKenzie, Maurice J. Roberts, James Frew, Robert

McCurley, Gavin Beers, James Clark, Richard R. Ross, Gavino Fioretti, Bryan Baxter,
Ministers; with Messrs Lindsay MacCallum, lain A.C. Macpherson, Colin Wilson,
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Maurice Grant, Glenn Fraser, Desmond Biggerstaff, James Frew (Senior) and, John
Smith, Elders. Mr. Maurice Grant, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint Mr Derick Gillies as Assembly Officer.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations (A) Assembly Arrangements, which being printed and in
the hands of members, was referred to by Rev. John J. Murray, who addressed the
Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

10.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of
the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee,
especially the Convener and the Assembly Clerks’ Department;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Janet MacKenzie for the work she undertakes for
the Church throughout the year as Assembly Office Manager and for her assistance in
preparing and printing documents for the Assembly;

The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk,
Edinburgh for the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly;

The General Assembly thank Mr Derick Gillies, Assembly Officer, and his assistants,
for again making their services available to the Assembly;

The General Assembly thank the Assembly Clerks for the work they engage in of
giving advice to the Church at large; they remind individuals, Church Courts and
Committees that they should seek advice from the Clerks’ Department at an early
stage, where appropriate, so that the efficient running of the Church and the rights of
those involved are preserved;

The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the
Assembly itself and the Moderator’s reception;

The General Assembly remind all Presbyteries and Synods that these Courts are by
long-established practice open courts and that their minutes constitute records which
must be read in open court. The General Assembly further remind all Presbyteries
and Synods that their minutes constitute Public Records;

The General Assembly thank the Assistant Clerk of Assembly for making the public
records of the Assembly available online;

The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of
the various Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee Conveners
and Clerks;

The General Assembly thank the Minister and Deacons’ Court of Duthil-Dores for
the kind use of their premises at Dores for the meetings of the Commission, and the
Inverness Ladies Catering Team for their provision at such times.
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 19TH MAY
Monday

The General Assembly appoint Messrs Glenn Fraser and John MacLean as Precentors. Evening

9. Appointment of
Precentors

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Tuesday at 9:30 10, Adjournment

o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.

20TH MAY

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there Tuesday
the 20" day of May 2008 years at 9.30 0’ clock forenoon  Sess. 2. Forenoon

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 1. Assembly
Constituted
The Moderator then addressed the Assembly on the subject What Does It Mean To Be 2. Moderator’s
Address
Reformed?

The Moderator was thanked for his address.
The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunt were read and approved. 3. Minutes

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Bills, Overtures, 4. Reportof
Petitions and Commissions which was given in by the Convener in the following terms: 832&??;;52:;
& Commissions
At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there on Tuesday Report

20™ May 2008 years, the Committee on Bills, Overtures,

Petitions and Commissions appointed by the General

Assembly met and was constituted.

1. It was noted that Commissions received from Presbyteries were in order.
Certificates have been received from Kirk Sessions for all Elders commissioned
by Presbyteries, and all are in order, with the exception that there is no valid
Certificate for Calum Campbell, William Murray and John Smith.

2. The Committee had before them 8 Letters, 11 Petitions, 1 Overture, 2 Reports, 1
Supplementary Report, 3 Complaints and 3 Appeals. They considered all the
papers with the exclusion of the Complaints and Appeals which the Committee
did not have time to consider and the Committee resolved to meet later in the
day to consider these items.

3. The Committee agreed to recommend that all papers in so far as they have been
scrutinized by them be passed into the Assembly but draw the attention of the
General Assembly to the following.

i. The Petition of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada
anent Minute Correction is not in proper form but appears as an extract
Minute resolving to Petition the General Assembly. The Committee
recommend that notwithstanding, it be treated as a Petition, and that the
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Presbytery be instructed to ensure that in future all Petitions appear in
proper form.

ii. The Petition of the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars anent Sale
of Manse was not submitted timeously according to Standing Order 1.7
and it is apparent in the accompanying documents that there were
numerous serious defects in the procedures of both the Deacons’ Court,
Kirk Session and the Presbytery of Inverness. In particular the Presbytery
was remiss in not putting the Petitioners at the Bar (contrary to The
Practice p58 ss3.7) and this had a significant effect on the decision of
Presbytery, although both motions would have resulted in the matter
coming before the General Assembly, though by differing means. Certain
corrections to the papers submitted were also intimated. The Committee
believing that such is the importance of the matter that the General
Assembly themselves should consider the receivability of the Petition, it
was agreed, with the above-noted comments, to submit the Petition
simpliciter to the General Assembly.

4. The Committee are of the view that there is no reason why all the Reports
should not be taken in open Court.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of their Bills & Overtures etc
Committee ;

2. The General Assembly note that they require to consider the receivability of the
Petition of the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars anent Sale of Manse;

3. The General Assembly remind all Church Courts that Petitioners are sisted at the Bar
and may not take part in deliberations even when a member of the Court to which the
Petition is addressed (The Practice p58 ss3.7);

4. The General Assembly instruct all Church Courts to ensure that all Petitions etc are in
proper form and submitted timeously to the Superior Courts.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Business Committee which was
given in by the Convener.

The Report was adopted.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a
Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen, which was given in by the
Moderator.

The Report was adopted and, and in accordance therewith, the Address as underwritten
was agreed to and appointed to be duly signed and transmitted with a letter from the
Clerk.
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Edinburgh 20" May 2008
TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY

The Loyal and Dutiful Address of the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing).

May it please Your Majesty

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General
Assembly this 20th day of May 2008, declare to Your Majesty our sincere loyalty to Your
Majesty’s person and throne.

We thank Almighty God for His continued protection and gracious care of Your Majesty
in all the many duties and journeys involved in Your Majesty’s work as Head of State, at
home and abroad.

Prayer is regularly offered to the Lord in our Churches for Your Majesty’s person and
family, that You may know His blessing, and might enjoy His grace and wisdom in Your
family life and in Your many official duties.

We pray constantly for Your Majesty’s Ministers and Government that they may have
God-given wisdom, grace and strength for carrying out their responsibilities, in the
conviction that they are answerable to the Head of nations, the Lord Jesus Christ, and that
“righteousness exalts a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people.”

We also remember in prayer the members of Your Majesty’s Armed Forces, particularly
as they continue to seek to bring peace and stability to the troubled lands of Iraq and
Afghanistan, in dangerous and difficult circumstances. We admire the commitment of the
Princes William and Harry to the service of their country and we thank God that they have
been preserved from harm.

We pray that your Majesty will continue faithfully to honour Your Coronation Oath to
maintain to the utmost of your power in the United Kingdom the Protestant Reformed
Religion established by law. We believe it is on this Protestant basis, in obedience to the
Lord Jesus Christ, that there rest the grounds of a righteous and stable society and the civil
and religious liberties which we prize.

May God Almighty continue to guide and uphold Your Majesty, his Royal Highness
Prince Philip and all members of the Royal household.

So pray Your Majesty’s most faithful subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing), in General Assembly convened.

There was an Order of the Day at 11 o’clock forenoon for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly.

Rev. lan MacNaughton ~ — Day One Christian Ministries

Rev. Gordon Keddie — Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America

29

20TH MAY
Tuesday

Forenoon

6. Loyal and
Dutiful Address
(Cont.)

7. Order of the Day
— Reception of
Delegates



30

20TH MAY
Tuesday

Forenoon

8. Report of the
Committee on
Ecumenical
Relations

Finding

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2008

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical
Relations, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

10.

11.

12.

13.

The General Assembly receive the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations
and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-Convener;

The General Assembly approve that the Church continue in membership of
AFFINITY and thank the Rev. David S. Fraser for his diligent work as their
representative on the Council,

The General Assembly noting that there are matters involving the status of the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing) still to be resolved by the International Conference
of Reformed Churches, recommend that the denomination be represented at the next
scheduled meeting of the ICRC in New Zealand in 2009;

The General Assembly note with appreciation the Church’s warm relations with the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England & Wales and wish them much
encouragement in their work;

The General Assembly note with appreciation the Church’s warm relations with the
Church of England (Continuing) and wish them much encouragement in their work;

The General Assembly note the emergence of the Free Church of England
(Evangelical Connexion) in the recent past and welcome every opportunity to
encourage our brothers and sisters in this group of churches;

The General Assembly note with appreciation their continuing warm relations with
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland;

The General Assembly note the brotherly and warm relations enjoyed with the
Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland;

The General Assembly note the brotherly and warm relations enjoyed with the
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (vrijgemaakt);

The General Assembly note the contact made with the Hersteld Nederlandse
Hervormde Kerk in the Netherlands;

The General Assembly note with pleasure their continuing good relationship and co-
operation with the Heritage Reformed Churches in North America;

The General Assembly note with much appreciation the brotherly interest and support
shown to the Church by the Free Reformed Churches of North America, who have
shown support in the difficulties of recent years;

The General Assembly note with much appreciation the brotherly interest and support
shown to the Church by the Orthodox Presbyterian Church who have shown support
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in the difficulties of recent years;

14. The General Assembly note with appreciation the connection which exists between
the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and Dr Paul Hoole in Sri Lanka, whose

students are currently at the Free Church Seminary;

15. The General Assembly note with appreciation the visit of the Moderator General of

the Presbyterian Church of Australia;

16. The General Assembly note with appreciation the contacts made with the Free

Church of Australia;

17. The General Assembly note with appreciation the contacts maintained with the

Presbyterian Reformed Church of Australia;

18. The General Assembly note with appreciation the contacts made with the Southern

Presbyterian Church of Australia;

19. The General Assembly express appreciation of the work of Day One Christian
Ministries and thank their representatives on the Scottish Council. They view with
regret the proposed withdrawal of the post of full-time Scottish secretary and

commend Rev. lan McNaughton to the prayers of the Church;

20. The General Assembly express thankfulness for the work of the Trinitarian Bible
Society and for the General Secretary. Mr D.P. Rowland. They record with sorrow
the passing of the former Scottish representative, Mr Tony Horne, and give thanks for

his years of devoted service;

21. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to the prayerful interest

of the Church.
There was submitted a letter from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The General Assembly thank the Orthodox Presbyterian Church for their letter and
reciprocate Christian greetings and appoint Rev. Sean Humby their delegate to the
forthcoming General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church meeting in Tacoma,
Washington from 9" — 16™ July 2008.
There was submitted a letter from the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The General Assembly thank the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America for
their letter and reciprocate Christian greetings and appoint Rev. Sean Humby their
delegate to the forthcoming Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North
America meeting in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania from 23" — 27" June 2008.

There was an Order of the Day at 2 o’clock for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
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Assembly.
Rev. John Scott — Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England & Wales
Mr D.P. Rowland — Trinitarian Bible Society
Rev. Robert Benn — Presbyterian Church of Australia

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates.

There was submitted a letter from the Australian Free Church.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Australian Free Church for their letter and prayerful
concern in these difficult days, assure them of their prayerful interest, and reciprocate

Christian greetings.

There was submitted a letter from the Committee on Relations with Churches Abroad of
the Canadian Reformed Churches.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Committee on Relations with Churches Abroad of the
Canadian Reformed Churches for their letter. They assure the Committee of their desire
to see the breaches in Zion healed in a God-honouring manner in Scotland, hope and trust
that the Canadian Reformed Churches will be enabled to gain a measure of clarity as to

the current situation in Scotland and reciprocate Christian greetings.

There was submitted a letter from the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
(CGKN).

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
(CGKN) for their letter and for their warm sympathy and reciprocate Christian greetings.
They look forward (DV) to the presence of Rev. Maarten Kater at the General Assembly
of 2009.

There was submitted a letter from the Gereformeerde Kerk in Suid-Afrika.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) send greetings to the
Gereformeerde Kerk in Suid-Afrika.

There was submitted a letter from the Heritage Reformed Congregations.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Heritage Reformed Congregations for their letter and
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prayerful good wishes. They rejoice in cooperating with them in the work of Covenant
College Zambia, were very pleased to have a recent visit from Rev. Cees and Mrs Mirjam
Molenaar, pray that this may lead to the further strengthening of relations between the two
Churches and reciprocate Christian greetings.

There was submitted a letter from the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Australia.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Australia for their
letter, rejoice in the contacts both formal and informal that are developing between the
two Churches and reciprocate Christian greetings.

There was submitted a letter from the Southern Presbyterian Church (Australia).
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Southern Presbyterian Church (Australia) for their letter,
trust that relations may be strengthened in coming years and reciprocate Christian
greetings.

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report of the Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations Committee which being printed and in the hands of
members, was referred to by Rev. James Clark who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Supplementary Report of the Assembly
Arrangements and Nominations Committee and thank the Committee;

2. The General Assembly enact the following scheme for the adjustment of Preshytery
and Synod Bounds:

i. The bounds of the Presbytery of Ross adjusted to exclude the parish of
Kilmorack. The bounds of the Presbytery of Inverness adjusted to include the
parish of Kilmorack. The charge of Kilmorack & Strathglass transferred to the
Presbytery of Inverness;

ii. The bounds of the Preshbytery of Edinburgh & Perth adjusted to exclude
Aberdeen. The bounds of the Presbytery of Inverness adjusted to include
Aberdeen. The charge of Aberdeen transferred from the Presbytery of Edinburgh
& Perth to the Presbytery of Inverness;

iii. The bounds of the Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber adjusted to exclude all

parishes north and west of Ballachulish. The bounds of the Presbytery of

Inverness extended to include all parishes north and west of Ballachulish;

The Presbyteries of Caithness & Sutherland and Ross are hereby united, to be
known as the Northern Presbytery, with its Seat in Lairg;

v. The Presbyteries of Argyll & Lochaber, Edinburgh & Perth and Glasgow are
hereby united, to be known as the Southern Presbytery, with its Seat in Glasgow;
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vi. The bounds of the Presbytery of Skye & Uist adjusted to exclude all parishes in
the Outer Hebrides. The bounds of the Presbytery of Lewis adjusted to include
all parishes in the Outer Hebrides. The charge of North Uist & Grimsay
transferred from the Presbytery of Skye & Uist to the Presbytery of Lewis;

vii. The Presbytery of Lewis is hereby renamed the Outer Hebrides Presbytery;

viii. The Presbyteries of Skye & Uist and Lochcarron are hereby united, to be known
as the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron, with its Seat in Portree and the proviso
that at least two meetings per year take place within the bounds of the former
Presbytery of Lochcarron;

ix. The Southern and Northern Synods are hereby united, to be known as the
Mainland Synod,;

The General Assembly ordain that the first Meetings of those Presbyteries and
Synods affected by Amalgamation according to the foregoing scheme shall be held
according to the following schedule and the Moderators named shall be responsible
for the convening of the respective courts:

i. Northern Presbytery: Tuesday 16" September 2008 at 7pm at ‘Shalom’,
Lochside, Lairg; Moderator, Rev. Robert Josey, Resolis Rtd.;

ii. Southern Presbytery: Tuesday 2" September 2008 at 7pm at Partick Free
Church, Glasgow; Moderator, Rev. David S. Fraser, Shettleston;

iii. Skye & Lochcarron: Tuesday 16" September 2008 at 11am in Portree Free
Church; Moderator, Rev. John Morrison, Kilmuir & Stenscholl;

Mainland Synod: Tuesday 7™ April 2009 at 2pm in Kingussie; Moderator, Rev.
John A. Gillies, Partick Highland, Rtd.;

The General Assembly ordain that all new courts shall inherit and discharge all
benefits and burdens which may have pertained to former courts now within their
bounds, according to existing regulations;

The General Assembly amend Standing Order VI.1.3 to read “Each Group shall
comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two Elders, and each
Presbytery, in so far as is practicable, shall be represented on each group of
Committees™;

The General Assembly amend Standing Order VI.3.3 to read “A Psalmody
Committee which shall have a Membership comprised of one Minister or Elder from
each Presbytery, nominated by Presbyteries on the ground of special knowledge of
and practical experience in Psalmody”;

The General Assembly suspend for one year Standing Orders VI.1.3, VI.3.3 and
V1.4.1—VI1.4.4 and direct the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to
make such transitional arrangements as are appropriate for the coming year, bearing
in mind the principles which are reflected in the Standing Orders.

It was also moved and seconded
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That Paragraph 2 be amended by the deletion of sub-paragraphs 2.i to 2.iv and replaced

with the following, renumbering accordingly

2.i The bounds of the Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber adjusted to exclude all parishes
north and west of Ballachulish. The bounds of the Presbytery of Inverness extended
to include all parishes north and west of Ballachulish;

2.ii  The Presbyteries of Caithness & Sutherland, Inverness and Ross are hereby united, to
be known as the Northern Presbytery having its Seat in Evanton with the proviso that
at least one meeting per year take place within the bounds of the former Presbytery of
Caithness & Sutherland.

That Sub-paragraph 3.i be amended to read:
i. Northern Presbytery: Tuesday 16™ September 2008 at 7pm at Kiltearn Free Church,
Evanton; Moderator, Rev. Robert Josey, Resolis Rtd.;

That paragraph 5.1 be deleted and replaced with the following
5.1 The General Assembly amend Standing Order VI.1.3 to read “Each Group shall
comprise one Minister and one Elder from each Presbytery.”

On a vote being taken between the second and the first motion, the first motion was
declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Supplementary Report of the Assembly
Arrangements and Nominations Committee and thank the Committee;

2. The General Assembly enact the following scheme for the adjustment of Preshytery
and Synod Bounds:

i. The bounds of the Presbytery of Ross adjusted to exclude the parish of
Kilmorack. The bounds of the Presbytery of Inverness adjusted to include the
parish of Kilmorack. The charge of Kilmorack & Strathglass transferred to the
Presbytery of Inverness;

ii. The bounds of the Preshbytery of Edinburgh & Perth adjusted to exclude
Aberdeen. The bounds of the Presbytery of Inverness adjusted to include
Aberdeen. The charge of Aberdeen transferred from the Presbytery of Edinburgh
& Perth to the Presbytery of Inverness;

iii. The bounds of the Preshbytery of Argyll & Lochaber adjusted to exclude all
parishes north and west of Ballachulish. The bounds of the Presbytery of
Inverness extended to include all parishes north and west of Ballachulish;

iv. The Presbyteries of Caithness & Sutherland and Ross are hereby united, to be
known as the Northern Presbytery, with its Seat in Lairg;

v. The Presbyteries of Argyll & Lochaber, Edinburgh & Perth and Glasgow are
hereby united, to be known as the Southern Presbytery, with its Seat in Glasgow;

vi. The bounds of the Presbytery of Skye & Uist adjusted to exclude all parishes in
the Outer Hebrides. The bounds of the Presbytery of Lewis adjusted to include
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all parishes in the Outer Hebrides. The charge of North Uist & Grimsay
transferred from the Presbytery of Skye & Uist to the Presbytery of Lewis;

vii. The Presbytery of Lewis is hereby renamed the Outer Hebrides Presbytery;

viii. The Presbyteries of Skye & Uist and Lochcarron are hereby united, to be known
as the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron, with its Seat in Portree and the proviso
that at least two meetings per year take place within the bounds of the former
Presbytery of Lochcarron;

ix. The Southern and Northern Synods are hereby united, to be known as the
Mainland Synod,;

The General Assembly ordain that the first Meetings of those Presbyteries and
Synods affected by Amalgamation according to the foregoing scheme shall be held
according to the following schedule and the Moderators named shall be responsible
for the convening of the respective courts:

i. Northern Presbytery: Tuesday 16" September 2008 at 7pm at ‘Shalom’,
Lochside, Lairg; Moderator, Rev. Robert Josey, Resolis Rtd.;

ii. Southern Presbytery: Tuesday 2" September 2008 at 7pm at Partick Free
Church, Glasgow; Moderator, Rev. David S. Fraser, Shettleston;

iii. Skye & Lochcarron: Tuesday 16" September 2008 at 11am in Portree Free
Church; Moderator, Rev. John Morrison, Kilmuir & Stenscholl;

iv. Mainland Synod: Tuesday 7™ April 2009 at 2pm in Kingussie; Moderator, Rev.
John A. Gillies, Partick Highland, Rtd.;

The General Assembly ordain that all new courts shall inherit and discharge all
benefits and burdens which may have pertained to former courts now within their
bounds, according to existing regulations;

The General Assembly amend Standing Order VI1.1.3 to read “Each Group shall
comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two Elders, and each
Presbytery, in so far as is practicable, shall be represented on each group of
Committees”;

The General Assembly amend Standing Order VI.3.3 to read “A Psalmody
Committee which shall have a Membership comprised of one Minister or Elder from
each Presbytery, nominated by Presbyteries on the ground of special knowledge of
and practical experience in Psalmody”;

The General Assembly suspend for one year Standing Orders VI.1.3, VI.3.3 and
V1.4.1—V1.4.4 and direct the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to
make such transitional arrangements as are appropriate for the coming year, bearing
in mind the principles which are reflected in the Standing Orders.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent.
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee, and thank the Committee for their stewardship of the Church’s financial
affairs during the past year;

The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty
God in the provision of the financial needs of the Church in the past year;

The General Assembly express thanks to all those in the Church who have given so
liberally to support the work of the Church in the past year;

The General Assembly express thanks to the Honorary General Treasurer, Rev. John
Keddie FCCA, the Financial Administrator, Mrs Mary Gillies CA, and to all
congregational Treasurers, for their work in managing the financial affairs of the
Church;

The General Assembly re-appoint Rev. John Keddie as Honorary General Treasurer
for a further year;

The General Assembly appoint Messrs Saffrey Champness, Chartered Accountants,
as the Church’s auditors and thank them for the audit of the Accounts for the period
to 31* December 2007;

The General Assembly thank all who provided pulpit supply in the vacant
Congregations during the past year;

The General Assembly note with thanksgiving the receipt of a legacy of £50,000 from
the estate of the late Mr John D. Campbell; they would also encourage our loyal
people to remember the needs of the Church when they are drawing up their wills;

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £18,000 as from 1% July 2008;

The General Assembly instruct the Finance & Sustentation Committee to continue
their review of Ministers’ Pensions Arrangements and urge the Committee to bring a
Report thereanent to the General Assembly or Commission of Assembly as soon as
possible;

The General Assembly note that a ‘Key’ Buildings Projects Fund has been
established by the Finance & Sustentation Committee with a view to helping
buildings projects throughout the Church into which £5000 a month is invested from
general funds; this Fund presently stands at £56,000;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness the purchase in the name of the Church
of the property at 85 Old Edinburgh Road, Inverness;

The General Assembly note that the Legal Fund is presently capped at £100,000;

The General Assembly note the appointment of Mr Donald A. Robertson, A’
Chomraich, Kyleakin, Skye, as Resident Lay Agent in the congregations of Poolewe
& Aultbea, and Strath, contingent on general approval by the 2008 General Assembly
of the revised terms and conditions of such appointments, the appointment of Mr
Robertson to commence from 1% June 2008 under the revised terms and conditions;
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20TH MAY 15. The General Assembly note with gratitude the progress that is being made by

Tuesday congregations which are under Special Arrangements; they particularly note the
Forenoon . . . .
recent encouraging developments in the congregation of Shettleston in terms of
12. Report of the increased membership and givings;
Committee on
Finance &

sustentation (Cont) 16. The General Assembly approve the following Supply Fees and Expenses:
1. The following scale of preaching fees will be effective from 1% July 2008:
Resident supply by Students and Probationers:
- Single men at the rate of £110 per week
- Married men without children at the rate of £125 per week

- Married men with children at the rate of £125 per week plus £25 for each
child, up to an overall total of £225 per family, including amounts for
children

Resident supply by Retired Ministers:

- Single men at the rate of £55per week

- Married men at the rate of £80 per week
Other preaching supply:

- At the rate of £25 per service, up to a maximum of £50 per Lord’s Day.
This is not applicable to Ministers in Charges in receipt of full stipend.

2. Additional expenses may be claimed in the performance of the duties
involved as follows:

- Motor car mileage at 25p per mile without distance restriction

- Costs of public transport, including ferry costs, trains or buses, and any
other out-of-pocket expenses (supported by relevant receipts where
possible)

- Resident supply fees and expenses, when arranged by the Sustentation and
Supply Committee, will be calculated and paid for by the Committee and
charged to the congregation requesting the resident supply arrangement,
unless that congregation is not a fully sanctioned charge.

3. Supply preachers should use the most economical mode of transport readily
available to and from the congregation supplied.

4. Supply preachers supplying on the Lord’s Day should not use travel by
public transport on the Lord’s Day. In cases where public transport is used
to fulfil an engagement in a congregation accommodation should be
arranged in the local congregation from the Saturday to the Monday.

5. a). In the case of a Charge where more than three services are provided on a
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Sabbath and two preachers are required to supply the Charge (either during 20TH MAY
a vacancy or because the Minister is necessarily away from his pulpit) the Tuesday
Deacons’ Court(s) of the Charge shall be entitled to claim 50% of Supply Forenoon

Fees and Expenses from the Finance & Sustentation Committee. 12. Report of the
Committee on

. . . . Fi &
b). In the case of a Charge which has remitted 66% of its total income but SLZ?Qﬁ;tion (Cont)

less than the Equal Dividend in the previous year and where supply
expenses on any given Sabbath exceed £100 (either in a vacancy or because
the Minister is away from his pulpit for an extended period) the Deacons’
Court(s) of the Charge shall be entitled to claim 50% of the cost of Supply
Fees and Expenses, up to a maximum of £1500 in any given calendar year.

The General Assembly repeal Act IV (Class I1) 2003 anent Supply Fees and
Expenses and Act XVIII (Class 1) 2007 anent Supply Fees and Expenses;

17. The General Assembly repeal Act XIV 1972, and approve the following Regulations
governing the appointment and employment of Resident Lay Agents, and the
Procedures in Applications for the services of Resident Lay Agents (as set out in
Appendix 1 below).

APPENDIX 1.

REGULATIONS GOVERNING APPOINTMENT AND EMPLOYMENT OF
RESIDENT LAY AGENTS.

APPOINTMENT AND EMPLOYMENT

1. A Resident Lay Agent is appointed by the Finance & Sustentation Committee to
preach and exercise pastoral care under the direction of the Minister (or Interim
Moderator) and Kirk Session of the Congregation, and oversight of the Presbytery.

2. Ordinarily, no person shall be employed as Resident Lay Agent in the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) who has not been a communicant member in the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing) for a period of two years.

3. Application for recognition as a Resident Lay Agent shall be made on a prescribed
form through the Kirk Session and Presbytery to the Finance & Sustentation
Committee who shall interview each applicant before authorising that his name be
added to the Roll of Resident Lay Agents.

4. The applicant must first sign the Formula before his name can be added to the Roll of
Lay Agents in the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing). This will be done under the
supervision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee.

5. All appointments to Congregations, which shall be provisional for the first year, shall
be made in consultation with Kirk Sessions.

6. The appointment as a Resident Lay Agent does not, of itself, entitle the Resident Lay
Agent to a seat in a Presbytery.

7. The engagement as a Resident Lay Agent does not, of itself, entitle a person to a seat
in a Kirk Session; he may, however, be elected as an Elder in that congregation and
thus have a seat on that Congregation’s Kirk Session.
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Resident Lay Agents are entitled to the statutory notice of termination of contract.
Termination can only be determined by the Committee. Resident Lay Agents must
give statutory notice of termination of contract.

Ordinarily, the Congregation(s) shall provide the Resident Lay Agent with a house
free of charge which shall always be included in the certified Quinquennial Schedules
on the condition of Congregational property; and before a new appointment is made a
report on the house, certifying that all needed repairs or replacements have been
carried out or arranged for, shall be transmitted to the Committee through the
Presbytery of the bounds.

When a Resident Lay Agent’s duties involve travel and other expenses, the
Congregation shall make such contributions towards his expenses as may seem
reasonable and possible.

The Congregation shall pay such assessment in respect of the Resident Lay Agent’s
salary as may be approved by the General Assembly.

A Resident Lay Agent appointed to a vacant congregation, or settled charge, shall
only be permitted to engage in other employment provided, and as long as, the
Presbytery and Kirk Session are satisfied that such employment will in no way hinder
or conflict with the discharge of the duties he is expected to undertake in his capacity
as a Resident Lay Agent.

A Resident Lay Agent may be transferred from one sphere of work to another at the
Committee’s discretion, after due intimation to the Kirk Session and Presbyteries
involved. He is required to take his Disjunction Certificate with him in order that his
name is added to the Communion Roll of the Congregation.

The Committee shall meet removal expenses from one sphere to another.

A Resident Lay Agent shall receive a salary equivalent to 85% of the Equal Dividend
in any one year. Should he take up other employment, as permitted in paragraph 12,
he must immediately inform the Committee, and, if necessary, an appropriate
adjustment in salary shall be made.

Congregations having the services of a Resident Lay Agent shall meet the expenses
incurred for Supply when he is on holiday, up to a maximum of four weeks. Holiday
entitlement accrues from month to month. Holiday leave shall not exceed 42 days of
which only 6 may be Sabbaths, in any one particular year. Any one holiday period
shall not exceed 28 successive days without the Resident Lay Agent informing the
Presbytery of his proposed arrangements. All holiday entitlement shall be taken up
before 31% December or extended to 28™ February of the following year with the
agreement of the Presbytery.

If a Resident Lay Agent is unfit through illness, he shall follow the same procedure as
is set out in Act 4, Class 11, 1994, Sections 1.1-1.9. {Act anent Leave of Absence}

If a Resident Lay Agent’s absence from duty shall extend beyond four successive
Sabbaths, the same procedure shall be followed as is set out in Act 4, Class 11, 1994,
Sections 1.1-1.9.

If a Resident Lay Agent shall continue unfit for duty by reason of illness for more
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

than twelve months, the same procedure shall be followed as is set out in Act 4, Class
I1, 1994, Sections 1.1 -1.9.

The Committee shall be responsible for the Resident Lay Agent’s salary, and the
costs of Pension and Death in Service benefit.

Pension will be provided in conformity with the Church’s Pension Scheme.

The Committee may, in unusual circumstances, engage a Resident Lay Agent to serve
in more than one Congregation within a Presbytery or Presbyteries provided that
Linkage is not a realistic option.

In the case of a Resident Lay Agent being engaged by the Committee to serve in more
than one Congregation, the above-noted shall apply with the proviso that the
Committee shall consult with the Ministers (or Interim Moderators) and Kirk
Sessions of the Congregations as well as the Presbytery or Presbyteries with a view to
the Committee determining

1. the proportion of service allotted to each congregation

2. the proportion of expenses etc payable by each congregation

3. the proportion of Assessment attributed to each congregation

4. in which congregation the Resident Lay Agent should have his membership.

The above Regulations will take effect from the close of the 2008 Assembly with
respect to all Resident Lay Agents on the Roll of Lay Agents, as well as to those who
may be placed upon it in future.

PROCEDURE IN APPLICATIONS

An application by a Kirk Session for a Resident Lay Agent will be considered
provided that a suitable Manse free of charge is available, and the Congregation is
prepared to meet the assessment in respect of the Resident Lay Agent’s salary
approved by the General Assembly in the case of a) a vacant congregation unable to
have a settled minister, or a link with a neighbouring charge, and b) a settled charge
where simultaneous services are held in widely separated districts within the
Congregational bounds. Each application shall be made on a prescribed schedule
obtainable from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee.

In the event of a Lay Agent being transferred from one Congregation to another, the
Kirk Session of the Congregation from which he is transferred shall make fresh
application, if a replacement is required.

Exceptional cases may be considered on their merits with regard to the interests of the
Church and the state of the Funds at the disposal of the Committee.

Every application must be made by the Kirk Session and transmitted to the
Committee through the Presbytery.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 6 o’clock evening,
whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with prayer.
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ZCT’T';Z"AY At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there

uesday .

“Evening the 20" day of May 2008 years at 6 o’ clock evening ~ Sess. 3.
é‘orﬁfﬁmﬂy The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.

The Convener of the Business Committee made a statement.

Z%tiwtchﬂ Rf?tptmt The General Assembly then call for the Further Report of the Committee on Bills,
mmitiee .. .. . . . .
En Bﬁw?o\,ertu,es Overtures, Petitions and Commissions which was given in by the Convener in the

etc. following terms:

Report At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there on Tuesday 20"
May 2008 years, the Committee on Bills, Overtures, Petitions
and Commissions appointed by the General Assembly again met
and was constituted.

The Committee resumed consideration of 3 Complaints and 3 Appeals.

1. The Committee agreed to recommend that all these papers be passed into the
Assembly but draw the attention of the General Assembly to the following.

2. The Free Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada have forwarded 3
Complaints and 3 Appeals, which relate to 3 distinct, though interrelated
matters, but have failed to supply with each complaint or appeal only the
papers relevant to that specific Complaint / Appeal. Further they have
included in their Extract Minutes matters which do not form part of
Complaints and Appeals, in particular Answers or purported Answers to
Reasons, which is contrary to the Practice of the Church and Standing Orders
of Assembly.

3. The Committee are of the view that there is no reason why these Complaints
and Appeals should not be taken in open Court.

The meeting was closed with prayer.
Finding It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Further Report of their Bills &
Overtures etc Committee;

2. The General Assembly remind all Church Courts that in Cases of Complaints and
Appeals only the Minutes and Papers relevant to each Complaint or Appeal should be
provided; the General Assembly further draw attention to the fact that Answers do
not form part of a Complaint or Appeal and should not be submitted for printing in
the Assembly Papers;

?é- Rep}t)trt ofthe  The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education
W‘LT}Z}L §?$2uth& Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the

Education Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

é- Ofdsf of “t]et_ There was an Order of the Day at 6:15pm for the Presentation of Sabbath School & Bible
Ofa,{;a,'defe”a"’” Class Awards and Shorter Catechism Diplomas. The following award winners were
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introduced to the Moderator, suitably addressed and presented with their awards:

Isla MacDonald, Stornoway, Neil Smith, Inverness, Free Greyfriars
Austin Little, Snizort, Sacha Little, Snizort, Keighley Nicolson

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

10.

11.

12.

13.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth &
Education Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Vice
-convener;

The General Assembly thank Rev. David Blunt, Clerk of the Committee, for his
service on their behalf during the past year;

The General Assembly thank the Principal Clerk for his efficient printing, binding
and dispatching of the Sabbath School and Bible Class materials;

The General Assembly note the current review of the Sabbath School and Bible Class
Syllabus. They encourage all congregations to make use of the syllabus wherever
possible;

The General Assembly note the results of the Sabbath School and Bible Class
Examinations and thank those who set the examinations and those who marked the
papers, particularly Mrs Audrey Noble who is now giving up this work. They
encourage parents and teachers to present their children for the examinations;

The General Assembly congratulate the prizewinners in the Sabbath School and Bible
Class Examinations;

The General Assembly note the faithful service of Sabbath School and Bible Class
teachers throughout the Church and commend them and their important work to the
prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly recommend the Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme to
parents and encourage them to enter their children for the Scheme;

The General Assembly note the continuing success of the All-Age Holiday and thank
all those involved in the organisation and running of it, especially Mr & Mrs David
Keddie and Rev. & Mrs David Fraser. They commend the 2008 Holiday to the
interest and prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly note the intention of the Committee to organise a camp for
young people in 2009 and commend this venture to the interest and prayers of the
Church;

The General Assembly encourage the Committee to continue promoting the important
matter of Christian Education for the instruction and benefit of our people;

The General Assembly note the interest by home-schooling and other parents in the
Christian Education Fund and encourage the people of the Church to give this Fund
their support;

The General Assembly note the many Christian teachers and school governors who

43

20TH MAY
Tuesday

Evening

3. Report of the
Committee on
Welfare of Youth &
Education (cont.)

Finding



44

20TH MAY
Tuesday

Evening

3. Report of the
Committee on
Welfare of Youth &
Education

(Cont.)

5. Report of
Special Committee
on Psalmody

Finding

6. Report anent
Returns under
Barrier Act

14.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2008

continue to labour for the good of pupils in their care in state or private education and
commend them to the interest and prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly note with interest the Committee’s work in promoting
Christian Education among our adult people. They encourage the people of our
Church to make use of the distance learning courses now available.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody,
which being printed and in the hands of Members was referred to by the Convener who
addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

10.

11.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on
Psalmody and thank the Committee;

The General Assembly continue to impress upon Congregations the importance of
high standards of Praise in worship;

The General Assembly thank Rev. W.B. and Mrs I. Scott for their work in connection
with the promotion of Psalmody through their workshops and encourage them to
continue this work as they are enabled,;

The General Assembly recognise the desirability of attaining the highest standards of
Congregational praise, and the importance of encouraging young men who are
suitably gifted to undertake Precenting duties;

The General Assembly thank all those who helped prepare candidates for the
Psalmody Test;

The General Assembly thank those who conducted the testing of candidates;

The General Assembly note the Supplementary Report and congratulate all who took
part in the Psalmody Test;

The General Assembly welcome the production of Psalmody CDs to assist in singing,
precenting, and preparing for the Psalmody Tests. They express their sincere thanks
to all those who have given their time, and expended so much effort to sing, record
and produce the CDs;

The General Assembly thank the designer of the CD inserts, Esther Semmens, and
Rev. Bill Scott for the photography applied to the CD inserts;

The General Assembly thank Mr Robb Alcorn the sound engineer for all the
assistance he has given with the recording, editing and production of the CDs;

The General Assembly look forward to a successful Psalm Singers Conference
planned to be held (DV) at Inverness during the summer of 2008.

The General Assembly then called for the Report anent Returns under the Barrier Act
which was given in by the Principal Clerk in the following terms:

On 24™ May 2007 the General Assembly resolved to transmit the following
Overture to Presbyteries under the Barrier Act:
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Whereas in 1989 the General Assembly, with consent of Presbyteries,
enacted and ordained that a minister inducted to a charge or appointed to a
full-time post in the Church subsequent to the General Assembly of 1989,
“shall demit such a charge or post with effect from 30" September
following his attainment of the age of 70 years, and shall retain his seat in
Presbytery.”

And

Whereas the current circumstances of the Church are such that this
provision is no longer of advantage to the Church And Whereas the
practice of inducting to a charge ad vitam aut culpam is the historic practice
of the Church

Wherefore
The General Assembly, with consent of Presbyteries,

1. Enact and ordain that Act | Class | 1989 is hereby repealed;

2. Declare that all Ministers inducted to Charges or appointed to full time
positions in the Church which are without restriction of time since May
1989 are Ministers of the Charge ad vitam aut culpam;

3. Direct Presbyteries that when a Minister in a Charge or appointed to a
full-time post attains 70 years of age the said Preshyteries shall give
diligence to make enquiries regarding the ability of the Minister to
fulfil his duties, such enquiries to be repeated when the said Minister
attains the age of 75 years and yearly thereafter.

The Returns of Presbyteries show that

Caithness & Sutherland approve repeal
Inverness approve repeal
Ross approve repeal
Glasgow approve repeal
Edinburgh approve repeal
Argyll & Lochaber approve repeal
Lewis approve repeal
Lochcarron approve repeal
Skye approve repeal
Great Lakes approve repeal

JOHN MACLEQOD, Principal Clerk of Assembly

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly, with consent of Presbyteries,

1.

2.

Enact and ordain that Act | Class | 1989 is hereby repealed;

Declare that all Ministers inducted to Charges or appointed to full-time positions in
the Church which are without restriction of time since May 1989 are Ministers of the
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Charge ad vitam aut culpam;

3. Direct Presbyteries that when a Minister in a Charge or appointed to a full-time post
attains 70 years of age the said Preshyteries shall give diligence to make enquiries
regarding the ability of the Minister to fulfil his duties, such enquiries to be repeated
when the said Minister attains the age of 75 years and yearly thereafter.

There was an Order of the Day at 8 o’clock for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly.

Rev. lan Budgen — Church of England (Continuing)
Rev. John Ross — Associated Presbyterian Churches
The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the delegates.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of
Argyll & Lochaber anent Appointment of Assessor Elders in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 19" May 2008 the Petition of the Free Presbytery of
Argyll & Lochaber humbly sheweth that:

Whereas the Presbytery ranks were much depleted by the division of 20" January 2000;

Whereas there are no Ministers in Pastoral charges within the bounds of the Presbytery;

Whereas General Assessors have been appointed to the Presbytery since the Commission
of Assembly Meeting of January 2000;

Whereas these General Assessors have been a source of help and encouragement to the
Presbytery and the Presbytery could not function effectively without them;

Whereas since the division of 20™ January 2000 the Presbytery has been meeting
concurrently with the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron

Wherefore may it please your Venerable Court to take these premises into consideration
and appoint the members of the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron as General Assessors to
the Free Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom may seem best

And your Petitioners will ever pray.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber

and grant its crave and appoint the Members of the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron General
Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Argyll & Lochaber.
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The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of
Caithness & Sutherland anent Appointment of Assessor Elders in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing),
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 19 May 2008.

The Petition of the Free Presbytery of Caithness and Sutherland humbly shows that :

1. Whereas the membership of the Presbytery has been severely depleted;

2. Whereas there is only one ordained minister in a Pastoral Charge within the bounds of
Presbytery;

3. Whereas General Assessors were appointed to the Presbytery by the General
Assembly in May 2007;

4. Whereas the General Assessors so appointed have been of great encouragement and
assistance to Preshytery;

5. Whereas the circumstances which led to the appointment of these General Assessors
still prevail.

Wherefore

May it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint
General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Caithness and Sutherland for the forthcoming
year, or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Caithness &
Sutherland and grant its crave. They appoint Rev. Daniel MacKinnon (Rtd), Rev. Robert
Josey (Rtd), Rev. John MaclLeod (Tarbat) and Rev. Henry J.T. Woods (Kilmorack &
Strathglass) General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of
Edinburgh & Perth anent Appointment of Assessor Elders in the following terms:

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing),
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 19™ May 2008, the Petition of the Free
Presbytery of Edinburgh and Perth humbly sheweth that:

Whereas the ranks of the Free Presbytery of Edinburgh and Perth were much depleted by
the division of January 2000; and

Whereas previous General Assemblies since 2000 resolved to appoint General Assessors
to the Presbytery; and

Whereas those Assessors have been a source of help and encouragement to the
Presbytery; and
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Whereas the circumstances which led to the appointment of those General Assessors still
apply;
Wherefore :

May it please your Venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint
General Assessors to the Free Preshytery of Edinburgh & Perth for the forthcoming year:

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom may seem best.

And your petitioners will ever pray.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth
and grant its crave. They appoint Rev. William B. Scott (Rtd), Rev. Murdo A.N.
MacLeod, Mr Norman Smith and Mr John A. MacPherson General Assessors to the Free

Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of
Glasgow anent Appointment of a General Assessor in the following terms:

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 19™ May 2008, the Petition of the Free Church
Presbytery of Glasgow (Continuing) sheweth that:

Whereas the Presbytery of Glasgow continues to have a shortage of men due to the
present situation facing the Church;

Whereas the General Assembly in recent years has seen fit to appoint Assessors;

Whereas the circumstances which led to the appointment of those General Assessors still
apply;

Wherefore may it please your Venerable court to take these premises into consideration
and appoint General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Glasgow for the forthcoming
year;

Or do otherwise in their wisdom they deem fit;

And your petitioners will ever pray.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Glasgow and grant
its crave. They appoint Rev. John J. Murray a General Assessor to the Free Presbytery of
Glasgow.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of

Great Lakes & Western Canada anent Correction of Minute with accompanying
documents in the following terms:
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At Fairfax, Virginia and within 3155
Lindenwood Lane there and by Conference
Call on March 22, 2008, the Presbytery of
Great Lakes and Western Canada met and
was constituted
Inter Alia
Presbytery took up consideration of a communication from the Home and Foreign
Missions Committee. Presbytery noted that the minute of November 26, 2007, item 118,
is evidently not correct in substance, inasmuch as the Presbytery did not act at that
meeting to sustain or not sustain the call. It was moved, seconded and agreed that
Presbytery petition the forthcoming General Assembly, seeking to have the minute of the
meeting of Presbytery on November 26, 2007, item 118, corrected in substance inasmuch
as the Presbytery did not act at that meeting to sustain or not sustain the call, and
explaining that the Presbytery had acted in good faith in its endeavor to handle several
aspects of the call concurrently in unusual circumstances, and is now acting at the
recommendation of the Home and Foreign Missions Committee.
Extracted from the Records of the Presbytery of Great Lakes by
R. Sherman Isbell, Clerk of Presbytery

Extract 2

At Smiths Falls, Ontario, and at Abbott and
Elm Streets there and by Conference Call on
November 26, 2007, the Presbytery of Great
Lakes and Western Canada met and was
constituted
Inter Alia
The Presbytery proceeded to the moderation of a call at large from the Congregation of
Smiths Falls. It was noted that Rev. Humby’s arrival in Smiths Falls to preside at the
meeting with the Congregation had been delayed due to the cancellation of an airline
flight. Presbytery agreed that the meeting with the Congregation be conducted the
following morning, November 27, at a time suitable to the Congregation. Rev. Sean
Humby then took the chair. The Edict was returned attested as having been duly served.
The Moderator intimated that the Presbytery would now proceed to moderate in a call for
filling up the vacancy in the congregation. The Moderator then read the form of the call. It
was then moved, seconded and agreed that the name of Mr. Bert Pohl, Preacher of the
Gospel, be inserted in the call. The call was subscribed during the meeting by six
communicants and two adherents. It was moved, seconded and agreed that Presbytery
leave the call in the charge of the Session for further signatures. It was further moved,
seconded and agreed that an extract minute be sent to Mr. Pohl.
Extracted from the Records of the Presbytery of Great Lakes by
R. Sherman Isbell, Clerk of Presbytery

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes &
Western Canada and grant its crave to the extent that they remit the matter to the

Committee on Visitation of Records for consideration and report.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of
Inverness anent appointment of General Assessors in the following terms:
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Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland indicted to meet
in Edinburgh on 19" May 2008 the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Inverness humbly
sheweth that,

Whereas the Free Presbytery of Inverness has been depleted of ministers and elders due to
the present situation facing the Church,

Whereas the Free Presbytery of Inverness is, therefore, desirous that assessors be
appointed,

Wherefore,

May it please your Venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint
Assessors,

Or do otherwise as in your wisdom seems best;

And your Petitioners will ever pray etc.

It was moved and seconded that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Inverness and grant
its crave and appoint Rev. Allan I.M. Maciver and Rev. John A. Gillies General Assessors
to the Free Presbytery of Inverness.

It was also moved and seconded that

The General Assembly pass from the matter.

On a vote being taken between the first motion and the second motion, the first motion
was declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Inverness and grant
its crave and appoint Rev. Allan I.M. Maciver and Rev. John A. Gillies General Assessors
to the Free Presbytery of Inverness.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of
Lochcarron anent appointment of General Assessors in the following terms:

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland indicted to meet
in Edinburgh on 19" May 2008 the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron humbly
sheweth that,

1. Whereas the Presbytery ranks were much depleted by the division of 20" January
2000;

2. Whereas there is as yet only one Minister in a Pastoral charge within the bounds of
the Presbytery and one Retired Minister who resides outwith the bounds of the
Presbytery and who is not always able to be present;
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3. Whereas General Assessors have been appointed to the Presbytery since the
Commission of Assembly Meeting of January 2000;

4. Whereas these General Assessors have been a source of help and encouragement to
the Presbytery and the Presbytery could not function effectively without them;

Wherefore may it please your Venerable Court to take these premises into consideration
and appoint General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron.

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom may seem best

And your Petitioners will ever pray.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron and grant
its crave. They appoint Rev Allan .M. Maciver (Rtd), Rev. John W. Keddie (Bracadale),
Mr Alasdair Gillies (Kilmuir & Stenscholl) and Mr Peter Macaskill (Strath), General
Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Lochcarron.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Congregation of
Dumbarton anent Consolidation of Dumbarton and Thornwood with accompanying
documents in the following terms:

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 19™ May 2008, the Petition of Dumbarton Free
Church (Continuing) humbly sheweth that:

Whereas the Congregation of Dumbarton Free Church (Continuing) is very small;

Whereas no regular services have been held in the Congregation for some years;

Whereas those associated with the Congregation worship with the Thornwood
Congregation;

Whereas the Congregation is desirous of being consolidated with the Congregation of
Thornwood;

Whereas the desire for consolidation is reciprocated on the part of Thornwood
Congregation;

Wherefore the Petition of Dumbarton Free Church (Continuing) humbly requests that in
the light of the aforementioned premises, the General Assembly grant the aforesaid crave
and consolidate these Congregations as one charge to be known as Thornwood and having
one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court.

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom they may deem best.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.
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No.1
EXTRACT MINUTE OF DUMBARTON KIRK SESSION

At Partick and within the Free Church there, on
Saturday 15" March 2008, the Kirk Session of
Dumbarton Free Church (Continuing) met and was
constituted.
Inter alia, -
The Kirk Session resumed consideration of the suggestion that they seek consolidation
with the Congregation of Thornwood. It was unanimously agreed to seek the permission
of the General Assembly to unite the Congregation with that of Thornwood, the resulting
congregation to be known as Thornwood, having one Kirk Session and one Deacons’
Court.
It was agreed to call a congregational meeting for this purpose on 4™ April 2008.

Extracted from the Records of the Dumbarton Kirk Session by
Rev. Murdo A N Macleod, Clerk

No.2
EXTRACT MINUTE OF DUMBARTON DEACONS’ COURT

At Partick and within the Free Church there, on
Saturday 15" March 2008, the Deacons’ Court of
Dumbarton Free Church (Continuing) met and was
constituted.
Inter alia, -
The Deacons’ Court took up consideration of a proposal from the Kirk Session that they
seek consolidation with the Congregation of Thornwood. It was unanimously agreed to
seek the permission of the General Assembly to unite the Congregation with that of
Thornwood, the resulting congregation to be known as Thornwood, having one Kirk
Session and one Deacons’ Court.

Extracted from the Records of the Dumbarton Deacons’ Court by
Rev. Murdo A N Macleod, Clerk

No.3
EXTRACT MINUTE OF DUMBARTON CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

At Dumbarton and within 4 Geils Avenue, on Friday
4" April 2008, a Congregational Meeting of
Dumbarton Free Church (Continuing) met by
authority of the Kirk Session and was constituted.
Inter alia, -
It was agreed that the Dumbarton Congregation agree to the proposed consolidation of
Dumbarton with Thornwood Congregation.

Extracted from the Records of the Dumbarton Kirk Session by
Rev. Murdo A N Macleod, Clerk
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No.4
EXTRACT MINUTE OF THORNWOOD KIRK SESSION

At Partick Free Church and within the Session Room
there, on Friday 14™ March 2008, the Kirk Session of
Thornwood Free Church (Continuing) met and was
constituted.

Inter alia, -

The Kirk Session took up consideration of a proposal to unite the Congregations of
Thornwood and Dumbarton.

It was moved seconded and agreed that the Kirk Session approve of the proposal to unite
the Congregation with that of Dumbarton, the resulting congregation to be known as
Thornwood, having one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court.

The Kirk Session resolved to call a congregational meeting on Tuesday 8™ April 2008 at
7.30pm to seek the approval of the congregation to this proposal

Extracted from the Records of the Thornwood Kirk Session by
Mr. John A Macpherson, Clerk

No.5
EXTRACT MINUTE OF THORNWOOD DEACONS’ COURT

At Thornwood and within the School Assembly Hall
there, on Tuesday 18" March 2008, the Deacons’
Court of Thornwood Free Church (Continuing) met
and was constituted.
Inter alia, -
The Deacons’ Court took up consideration of a proposal from the Kirk Session to unite
the Congregations of Thornwood and Dumbarton.
It was moved seconded and agreed that the Deacons’ Court approve of the proposal to
unite the Congregation with that of Dumbarton, the resulting congregation to be known as
Thornwood, having one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court.

Extracted from the Records of the Thornwood Deacons’ Court by
Mr. Murdo Campbell, Clerk

No.6
EXTRACT MINUTE OF THORNWOOD CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

At Thornwood and within the School Assembly Hall
there, on Tuesday 8" April 2008, the Kirk Session met
with the congregation according to appointment and
was constituted.

Inter alia,-

A proposal from the Kirk Session to unite the Congregations of Thornwood and

Dumbarton was presented to the Congregation.

It was moved seconded and agreed that the Congregation approve of the proposal to unite

the Congregation with that of Dumbarton, the resulting congregation to be known as

Thornwood, having one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court.

Extracted from the Records of the Thornwood Kirk Session by
Mr. John Macpherson, Clerk
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No.7
EXTRACT MINUTE OF THE FREE PRESBYTERY OF GLASGOW

At Glasgow and within Partick Free
Church there, on Thursday 24™
April 2008, the Free Presbytery of
Glasgow met and was constituted.
Inter alia, -
There was submitted a Petition, with relevant documents, from Dumbarton Congregation
seeking the permission of the General Assembly to be consolidated with Thornwood
Congregation.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that the Presbytery receive the Petition and transmit it
to the forthcoming General Assembly with a recommendation for favourable
consideration.
The Presbytery appointed Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod to appear in support of the Petition.

Extracted from the Records of the Free Preshytery of Glasgow by
Rev. Murdo A N Macleod, Clerk.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Congregation of Dumbarton and grant
its crave. They consolidate the Congregations at Dumbarton and Thornwood as one
Charge to be known as Thornwood, under one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from Members and Adherents
of Smiths Falls anent Representation in Appeal in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
Indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 19 May 2008.

The Petition of the appellants humbly shows that:

1. Whereas the congregation is a congregation of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) and is located in Smiths Falls, Ontario, Canada;

2. Whereas we in our own names have appealed to the Supreme Court of the Church
against the decision of Presbytery not to sustain our Call to Rev. Bert Pohl to be
pastor of this congregation;

3. Whereas the law and practice of the Free Church of Scotland requires that appellants
appear on their own behalf in the several Courts of the Church;

4. Whereas the distance and cost involved in our appearing on our own behalf is
impossible for most or all of us to contemplate as members of a congregation resident
in Canada;

5. Whereas Mr David Sinclair is a member in full communion in this congregation, has
subscribed his own name to the appeal and has intimated to the Principal Clerk of
Assembly his intention of appearing in support of the appeal;

6. Whereas we are confident that Mr Sinclair is able to present in a competent and
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cogent manner our reasons for appeal; 20TH MAY
Tuesday
7. Whereas relations have irrevocably broken down between the congregation and the Evening

Kirk Session imposed upon us in 2007 by Presbytery without our consent, in place of 16, petition from
the former Kirk Session with whom we had a very good relationship but who were Membersand

' . . Adherents of
removed from office without our prior knowledge or consent; Smiths Falls anent

Representation in
8. Whereas Mr Donald John Morrison and Mr Lindsay MacCallum were in October “PPea! (Cont)
2007 appointed by the Committee on Home and Foreign Missions as assessors to the
Presbytery with special reference to the congregation of Smiths Falls but neither were

appointed by Presbytery as members of Session;

Wherefore

We, members and adherents of the Smiths Falls congregation, having appealed to the
General Assembly against the decision of the Presbytery of Great Lakes and Western
Canada not to sustain our Call to Rev. Bert Pohl, humbly request that the General
Assembly agree to Mr David Sinclair appearing for and on behalf of those of us who are
unable to attend the diet of the General Assembly when our appeal is taken up, or do
otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of Members and Adherents of Smiths Falls Finding
and grant its crave. They agree to Mr David Sinclair appearing on behalf of all of those
Appellants unable to appear on their own behalf.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Wednesday at 9 17. Adjournment
o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.

21sT MAY

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there Wednesday
the 21% day of May 2008 years at 9 o' clock forenoon ~ Sess. 4. Forenoon

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. é Ai_steT*é'y
onstitute

The General Assembly continued to engage in devotional exercises, when the following 2. Devotional

took part at the request of the Moderator. Exercises
Richard Ross, Alistair MacKintosh, John MacLeod (Tarbat), James Clark,
James Frew (Snr), Warren Gardner, Desmond Biggerstaff, Graeme Craig,
John A. Gillies, Maurice Grant
3. Minute

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunts were read and approved.
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The Convener of the Committee on Visitation of Records raised a point of order drawing
the attention of the General Assembly to the fact that the work of the Committee was
being impeded because the Minute book of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes and
Western Canada was incomplete. The last minute in the record was dated November 26"
2007. The Presbytery clearly had met several times since November — extracts dated 9"
February 2008, 22" March 2008 and 19" April 2008 had been issued to individuals and
also forwarded to the General Assembly. The Committee recommended that the General
Assembly instruct the Presbytery to forward electronically to the Assembly Clerks’
Department all approved minutes not previously submitted by the close of the 5"
Sederunt to allow the examination of records to proceed.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly instruct the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada to
forward electronically to the Assembly Clerks’ Department all approved minutes not
previously submitted by the close of the 5" Sederunt to allow the examination of records
to proceed.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Public Questions,
Religion & Morals, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by
the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the report and thank the Committee;

2. The General Assembly commend to the prayers of the Church the moral and spiritual
condition of our nation;

3. The General Assembly commend to the nation the Biblical view of man as uniquely
made in the image of God;

4. The General Assembly deplore the proposals within the Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Bill which deny the unique nature of man, especially the
experimentation in embryology;

5. The General Assembly reaffirm their opposition to abortion;

6. The General Assembly strongly oppose the proposal within the Report issued by the
Parliamentary Science and Technology Committee suggesting that nurses and
midwives should be permitted to carry out the abortive procedure;

7. The General Assembly oppose any move to use the Human Fertilisation and
Embrology Bill to introduce amendments which would liberalise further abortion
legislation;

8. The General Assembly reject unreservedly the idea of euthanasia in whatever form;

9. The General Assembly lament the level of youth violence within the country, and
commend the teaching of the Ten Commandments in schools, as well as Christian
values, Christian discipline and the Christian faith;
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10. The General Assembly once again thank the Christian Institute and other similar
organisations for the valuable function they perform in providing information and
help regarding Christian issues affecting the nation.

There was an Order of the Day at 11.30 o’clock forenoon for the reception of Delegates.

The following delegate was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly.

Rev. Jack Peterson ~ — Orthodox Presbyterian Church
The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to Mr Peterson.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Special Committee on Building
Projects, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the report and thank the Committee;

2. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue to fulfil its remit, and
thank them for the assistance given to the Congregation of Inverness Free Greyfriars.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Publications,
which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who
addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Publications Committee
and thank the Committee and especially the Convener and Vice-convener;

2.1. The General Assembly express their grateful thanks to Rev. William Macleod and
Rev. Harry Woods for their continued excellent work as Editors of the Free Church
Witness and The Explorer respectively and reappoint Mr Macleod and Mr Woods for
another four years;

2.2. The General Assembly thank Mr Alasdair Macleod for his continued good work on
the layout of the Free Church Witness;

2.3. The General Assembly thank Mrs Kirsteen Murray for the work that she does with
The Explorer;

2.4, The General Assembly thank Mrs Sandra Judge for her faithfulness in her duties as
Subscriptions Secretary;

2.5. The General Assembly thank Mr lain MacPherson for continuing to distribute the
magazines;

2.6. The General Assembly thank Mrs Fionna MacLeod for recording the magazines for
the blind,;
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The General Assembly thank the proofreaders for their diligent work;

The General Assembly thank all who from time to time contribute articles both to The
Explorer and to the Free Church Witness;

. The General Assembly note once again the forthcoming special issue of the Free

Church Witness, thank those who contributed to it and pray that it would be used for
the extension of Christ’s Kingdom;

The General Assembly thank Rev. Greg MacDonald for his work in maintaining the
Church’s web site and approve his continued appointment as Editorial Overseer;

The General Assembly encourage our people and especially our young people to
make use of the web site;

The General Assembly thank those who have contributed articles to the web site and
remind the brethren of the need for them to continue to supply Mr MacDonald with
suitable material;

The General Assembly note the encouraging sales of the book Echoes of Grace by
Rev. Hugh Ferrier;

The General Assembly thank those engaged in the preparing of booklets of suitable
material pertaining to “The Lord’s Supper”, “Baptism”, “Marriage”, “The Lord’s
Day”, “Worship” and “Eldership” and encourage the Committee in their endeavours
to have these booklets available in the coming year;

The General Assembly thank all those involved in the organising of the Spring
Conference and also Culduthel Christian Centre for the use of their building. They
once again encourage all Ministers to promote the attendance at the conference of the
members and adherents within their congregations;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Janette Morgan for her gracious help in organising
the distribution of sermon tapes as required and pray the Lord’s blessing on Mr
Donald Morgan as he takes over the work;

The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continued work on the Annals
of the Free Church of Scotland and again express the hope that this project may
eventually be able to proceed to publication;

The General Assembly note the ongoing work of the project to produce a video on the
disruption of the Church in 2000 and pray that the Committee may know the Lord’s
guidance in their deliberations;

The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his continued role as
Press Officer.

The General Assembly took up consideration of an Overture from the Free Presbytery of
Caithness & Sutherland anent History of 2000 in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 19 May 2008 the Overture of the Free Presbytery of
Caithness and Sutherland humbly shows that:
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1. Whereas in the inscrutable wisdom and providence of God, the Free Church of
Scotland was rent asunder on the 20" day of January 2000 as a consequence of
unconstitutional actions of a majority in the Courts of the Church;

2. Whereas that part of the original body that adhered more faithfully to the constitution,
worship and discipline of the historic Free Church of Scotland resolved, for
administrative reasons only, to be known by the title The Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing);

3. Whereas God in His mercy has hitherto preserved the testimony and witness of the
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) both at home and abroad;

4. Whereas in 2010 a decade will have elapsed since the division took place in the Free
Church;

5. Whereas the volume entitled The Crisis of 1900 was first published in the year 1910;

6. Whereas there will be great benefit accruing to the witness of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) in this generation and, in the providence of God, in generations
to come from there being produced and published an authoritative volume recounting
the history of these events;

7. And, whereas there are those who remain in membership of the Church who were
witness at first hand of these sad events and will be able to contribute to such a
volume.

Wherefore

It is humbly overtured that it please your venerable Court to take these premises into
consideration, to instruct the Publications Committee to supervise the production of a
history of the division in 2000 within the Free Church of Scotland, to take the necessary
action to have a draft manuscript prepared by a knowledgeable and competent person (or
persons) and report progress in this matter to the 2009 General Assembly.

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Overture of the Free Presbytery of Caithness &
Sutherland and grant its crave. They instruct the Committee on Publications to take the
necessary action to have a draft manuscript prepared in popular format recounting the
events leading up to and following the division of 2000, this work to be supervised by the
Committee, the Committee to report progress to the next General Assembly.

It was also moved and seconded that

The following be added as an Addendum to the proposed Deliverance.

Knowing how the Authorised Version of the English Bible is valued for its accuracy and
beauty but realising that the language of our day has moved a marked distance, the
General Assembly ask the Publications Committee to approach the Trinitarian Bible
Society with a request for consideration of the possibility of a reverent revision which will
bring the language of the Authorised Version up to the contemporary usage or do
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otherwise as may seen best.

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion
was declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

2.6.

2.7.

2.8.

2.9.

3.1

3.2.

3.3.

4.1.

4.2.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Publications Committee
and thank the Committee and especially the Convener and Vice-convener;

The General Assembly express their grateful thanks to Rev. William Macleod and
Rev. Harry Woods for their continued excellent work as Editors of the Free Church
Witness and The Explorer respectively and reappoint Mr Macleod and Mr Woods for
another four years;

The General Assembly thank Mr Alasdair Macleod for his continued good work on
the layout of the Free Church Witness;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Kirsteen Murray for the work that she does with
The Explorer;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Sandra Judge for her faithfulness in her duties as
Subscriptions Secretary;

The General Assembly thank Mr lain MacPherson for continuing to distribute the
magazines;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Fionna MacLeod for recording the magazines for
the blind;

The General Assembly thank the proofreaders for their diligent work;

The General Assembly thank all who from time to time contribute articles both to The
Explorer and to the Free Church Witness;

The General Assembly note once again the forthcoming special issue of the Free
Church Witness, thank those who contributed to it and pray that it would be used for
the extension of Christ’s Kingdom;

The General Assembly thank Rev. Greg MacDonald for his work in maintaining the
Church’s web site and approve his continued appointment as Editorial Overseer;

The General Assembly encourage our people and especially our young people to
make use of the web site;

The General Assembly thank those who have contributed articles to the web site and
remind the brethren of the need for them to continue to supply Mr MacDonald with
suitable material;

The General Assembly note the encouraging sales of the book Echoes of Grace by
Rev. Hugh Ferrier;

The General Assembly thank those engaged in the preparing of booklets of suitable
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10.

material pertaining to “The Lord’s Supper”, “Baptism”, “Marriage”, “The Lord’s
Day”, “Worship” and “Eldership” and encourage the Committee in their endeavours
to have these booklets available in the coming year;

The General Assembly thank all those involved in the organising of the Spring
Conference and also Culduthel Christian Centre for the use of their building. They
once again encourage all Ministers to promote the attendance at the conference of the
members and adherents within their congregations;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Janette Morgan for her gracious help in organising
the distribution of sermon tapes as required and pray the Lord’s blessing on Mr
Donald Morgan as he takes over the work;

The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continued work on the Annals
of the Free Church of Scotland and again express the hope that this project may
eventually be able to proceed to publication;

The General Assembly note the ongoing work of the project to produce a video on the
disruption of the Church in 2000 and pray that the Committee may know the Lord’s
guidance in their deliberations;

The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his continued role as
Press Officer;

The General Assembly receive the Overture of the Free Presbytery of Caithness &
Sutherland and grant its crave. They instruct the Committee on Publications to take
the necessary action to have a draft manuscript prepared in popular format recounting
the events leading up to and following the division of 2000, this work to be
supervised by the Committee, the Committee to report progress to the next General
Assembly.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on the Training of the
Ministry & Admissions, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to
by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Report of the Training of the Ministry &
Admissions Committee and thank the Committee;

The General Assembly direct all Presbyteries and the Training of the Ministry &
Admissions Committee to continue to exercise wisdom and caution in their handling
of all applications for Admission to the Ministry and applications for Recognition as a
Candidate for the Ministry;

The General Assembly remind Presbyteries of their responsibilities with regard to
candidates for the ministry under their supervision;

The General Assembly remind Presbyteries that all applications for Recognition as a
Candidate for the Ministry should be in the hands of the Clerk of the Training of the
Ministry & Admissions Committee by 31% December of the year previous to the year
in which they hope to begin studies;
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The General Assembly direct all Kirk Sessions, in situations where an applicant for
Recognition as a Candidate for the Ministry has not fulfilled the necessary two-year
rule within the denomination, to inform the Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee of the application at an early stage;

The General Assembly remind Kirk Sessions that Applicants for Recognition must
provide full documentation when submitting an application to enable the Kirk
Session, Presbytery, Medical Examiner and the Committee to make an informed
decision;

The General Assembly express their appreciation of the dedicated labours of the
Principal and Lecturers of the Seminary during the current year;

The General Assembly thank all who have assisted the Lecturers with their classes,
particularly Rev. Bill Scott who held Psalmody workshops;

The General Assembly thank Mr Bill MacQueer for all his work in connection with
the Seminary;

The General Assembly commend all our students to the prayers of the Church and
particularly ask that prayer be made that other men would be raised up with a calling
to the Gospel ministry within our denomination;

The General Assembly commend the Free Church School in Theology and encourage
all Ministers in the Church to attend the School annually.

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report of the Committee on the
Training of the Ministry & Admissions, which was given in by the Convener in the
following terms:

It was brought to the attention of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee that the Rev Ronald MacKenzie, Lecturer in History & Church
Principles at the Free Church Continuing Seminary, had intimated his intention to
retire at the end of the present academic year. After consultation with the Training
of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, the Clerk of the Committee gave
intimation - in terms of Act. VI of Class Il 1979 - to all Presbytery Clerks of the
probability of the impending vacancy within the Seminary, inviting all Presbyteries
to submit to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee one or more
nominations for the possible vacancy. The Presbyteries were also asked to prepare
a note of the qualifications, academic and otherwise, of all nominees proposed. The
following responses were received:

Presbytery of Ross: Rev John Keddie

Presbytery of Great Lakes: Rev John Keddie

Presbytery of Lewis: Rev Timothy McGlynn

Presbytery of Lochcarron: Rev John Keddie; Rev Timothy McGlynn
Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth: Rev Timothy McGlynn

Presbytery of Inverness: Rev Timothy McGlynn; Rev John J. Murray
Presbytery of Glasgow: Rev John Keddie

Presbytery of Skye and Lochalsh: Rev John Keddie

Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland: Rev John Keddie
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Summary 21sT MAY
John Keddie 6 Presbyteries Wednesday
Timothy McGlynn 4 Presbyteries Forenoon
John J Murray 1 Preshytery 11. Supplementary
Report of the
L Training of the
Qualifications Ministry &
. . . . Admissions

Name _ Ordained UniversityDegree/Subjects Graduated Committee (Cont)
Rev. John Keddie 1987 Fellow Chartered Assoc. Cert. Accountants 1976

Member Chartered Management Inst. 1982

Free Church College  Diploma 1986

Author of;

James MacGregor & Scottish Theology in the 19th Century

Scottish Athletics: The Centenary History of the Scottish Athletic Association
Sing the Lord's Song: Biblical Psalms in Worship (1994, 2003)

George Smeaton: Learned Theologian and New Testament Scholar (2007)
Running the Race: Eric Liddell, Olympic Champion and Missionary (2007)

Rev. Timothy McGlynn 1997 Faith Mission Bible College Diploma 1987
Free Church College Diploma 1995
University of Wales M.Phil (Church History) 2003

Rev. John J. Murray 1978 - e e

ROBERT JOSEY, Convener
KENNETH MACDONALD Vice-convener

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive the Report of the Training of the Ministry & Finding
Admissions Committee;

2. The General Assembly, in view of the impending retirement of the Rev. Ronald
MacKenzie, Lecturer in History & Church Principles, proceed to nominate a
replacement Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles;

3. The General Assembly thank the Rev. Ronald MacKenzie for his valuable
contribution to the work of the college over the past years.

. . . . 12. Appoi f
On the basis of the foregoing resolution, the General Assembly proceeded to appoint a Lectu,if?,']mcrﬂﬁ?éﬁ

replacement Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles. History & Church
Principles

Whilst thanking the Presbytery which had nominated him, Rev. John J. Murray indicated
his desire to withdraw his name.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint Rev. John W. Keddie Lecturer in Church History & Finding
Church Principles.

Mr Keddie, being present in the building, signified his acceptance of appointment as
Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles.
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On the call of the Moderator Rev. John J. Murray led the General Assembly in prayer,
seeking the Lord’s blessing on Mr Keddie in his new responsibilities.

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement.

The General Assembly took up consideration of an Overture from Members of the House
in the following terms:

Unto the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) currently met in
Edinburgh the Overture of Members of the House humbly sheweth that

Whereas the General Assembly have resolved to redefine Presbytery Boundaries with the
result that inter alia the charge of Kilmorack & Strathglass be removed from the bounds
of the Presbytery of Ross

and

Whereas the removal of Kilmorack & Strathglass leaves only one minister in a charge
within the Presbytery of Ross

and

Whereas the minister of Kilmorack & Strathglass is interim moderator of the vacant
charge of Kiltearn

and

Whereas the minister of Kilmorack & Strathglass is Clerk to the Presbytery of Ross

and

Whereas there is no senior minister currently worshipping in any congregation which will
be within the revised boundaries of the Presbytery of Ross

Wherefore

It is humbly overtured that it please your venerable Court to take these premises into
consideration and appoint to the Presbytery of Ross an Assessor or Assessors to serve
until the General Assembly of 2009 or until such earlier time as the vacant charge of
Kiltearn be settled

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.

John MaclLeod (Tarbat), D. MacKay, John C. Sutherland, Gavino Fioretti, Andrew
Naylor, William B. Scott, D.W. Munro, Gavin Beers, Maurice Grant, C. MacLean, C.
Wilson, T.J. McGlynn, J.A. Gillies, D. Martin (Stornoway), Richard Ross, David Blunt,
Angus MacLeod, Alistair MacKintosh, J. MacKenzie, Allan Murray, James Frew.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Overture from Members of the House and resolve to
appoint to the Free Presbytery of Ross an Assessor or Assessors to serve until the General
Assembly of 2009 or until such earlier time as the vacant Charge of Kiltearn is settled.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint to the Free Presbytery of Ross as Assessor to serve until

the General Assembly of 2009 or until such earlier time as the vacant Charge of Kiltearn
be settled, Rev. Henry J.T. Woods.
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The General Assembly took up consideration of the receivability of the Petition of the 21sT MAY

Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars. Wednesday
Forenoon
The Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars were called to the Bar and heard. 14. Receivability

of Petition of

Deacons’ Court of
Parties were removed from the Bar. Inverness Free

Greyfriars

It was moved and seconded that

The General Assembly, notwithstanding the fact that the Petition is timebarred, suspend First Motion
Standing Order 11.7 with regard to this matter.

It was also moved and seconded that

The General Assembly, noting that an insufficient case has been made to suspend Second Motion
Standing Orders in this matter, regret that the Petition from the Deacons’ Court of
Inverness Free Greyfriars cannot be received.

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion
was carried by a majority.

Wherefore

The General Assembly, notwithstanding the fact that the Petition is timebarred, suspend Finding
Standing Order 11.7 with regard to this matter.

Parties were recalled to the Bar and the decision of the General Assembly intimated to
them in which they acquiesced.

Parties were removed from the Bar.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in the Anderson Hall of Liberton 15. Adjournment
Kirk at 6.30 o’clock evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt
was closed with prayer.

21sT MAY

At Edinburgh and within the Anderson Hall of Liberton Kirk there Wednesday
the 21% day of May 2008 years at 6.30 o’clock evening ~ Sess. 5. Evening

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 1. Assembly
Constituted
The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign 2. Report of the
Missions, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the ﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁfeﬁoﬂ;gn
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. Missions

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the Committee, Finding
especially the Convener;
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The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison,
for all his diligent labours in evangelism;

The General Assembly commend Mr Morrison and his wife, Heidi, to the prayers of
the Church;

The General Assembly welcome the guidelines drawn up by the Committee for the
employment of the Home Mission Worker;

The General Assembly approve the support given to Christian Witness to Israel and
commend the cause of Jewish evangelism to the Church;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness the growth of the work in the
Covenant College;

The General Assembly give thanks for the visit of Rev. Cees and Mrs Mirjam
Molenaar to some of the Church’s congregations in Scotland;

The General Assembly welcome the appointment of Rev. Heinrich Zwemstra as an
additional lecturer in Covenant College;

The General Assembly note the success of the College farm and thank Mr Phil Bailey
for his contributions to this and other aspects of the work;

The General Assembly give thanks for the Christian Community Schools and
commend Miss Marjanne Hendriksen to the prayers of the Church;

The Assembly commend to the generosity of the church at large the appeal for
funding for a suitable vehicle for Miss Marjanne Hendriksen, to advance her
foundational work in rural schools;

The General Assembly thank Rev. Timothy McGlynn for his services as Trustee of
Covenant College Trust;

The General Assembly thank Rev. David Fraser for his attendance at the recent
Trustees’” meeting and look forward to receiving his report;

The General Assembly record their gratitude to Mr Cammy Macleay for his dedicated
service in all aspects of the work in Zambia;

The General Assembly note the developments of the work in North America and
commend the Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada to the prayers of the
Church;

The General Assembly regret the problems that have arisen in connection with Smiths
Falls congregation and commend the situation there to the prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly thank Rev. James Frew for his ministry at Adelaide and are
encouraged to know of the opportunities for outreach;

The General Assembly note that Jesuthasan Kerey Thayananth expects to complete
his course in the Seminary this year and commend him to the prayers of the Church;
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19. The General Assembly thank Rev. James Gracie for his recent visit to India and 21sT MAY
encourage the Committee to seek out further opportunities to help churches in WY
developing countries; Evening

2. Report of the

20. The General Assembly encourage Kirk Sessions to be active in the work of outreach ﬁommgfe':e on
. .. ome oreign
and to be supportive of mission at home and overseas. Missions (Con?_)

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock for the reception of Missionary Delegates. 3. Order of the
Day—Reception of

Missionary
Mr Donald John Morrison, Home Mission Worker, was introduced to the Moderator and Delegates

invited to address the Assembly.

Rev. David S. Fraser, who recently visited Covenant College, Zambia, was introduced to
the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly.

Rev. James I. Gracie was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly
on his recent visit to lecture in India.

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to each of the Delegates.
The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement.

There was an Order of the Day at 8.15 o’clock when, after devotional exercises, Rev. A. ‘é- Ofdzfdgf theb
. . . ay—. ress
Bentley-Taylor, Free Church of England (Evangelical Connexion), was introduced to the Rez_ A Benﬂey_y

Moderator and invited to address the Assembly on the subject Praying for Glory. Taylor

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to Mr Bentley-Taylor for his
address.

. 5. Standing Ord
It was moved, seconded and agreed that Standing Orders be suspended. Suspsgdégg reers

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in Liberton Kirk on Thursday at 9 6. Adjournment
o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there i

the 22™ day of May 2008 years at 9 o' clock forenoon ~ Sess. 6. Forenoon

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. é Ai_steT%'y
onstitute

The General Assembly continued to engage in devotional exercises, when the following E Devotional
Xercises
took part at the request of the Moderator.

William B. Scott, Callum MacLean, Gavino Fioretti, John Sutherland

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunts were read and approved. 3. Minutes
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22ND MAY The General Assembly resumed consideration of the receivability of the Petition of the

Thursday Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars anent Sale of Manse.
Forenoon

4. Receivability of The Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars were called to the Bar and heard.
Petition of

Deacons’ Court of

Inverness Free Parties were removed from the Bar.

Greyfriars

It was moved and seconded that

First Motion 1. The General Assembly having considered the receivability of the Petition of the
Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars anent Sale of Manse

a. Note the failure by the recipients of communications containing advice from the
Presbytery of Inverness and the Legal Advice & Property Committee addressed to
the Deacons’ Court either to lay the full contents of these communications before
the Court for their consideration or to do so timeously;

b. Note that the General Assembly cannot competently grant the crave of the Petition
without referring the substance of the matter to the Law Agent and Legal Advice
& Property Committee ;

c. Note that the Presbytery failed or were unable to give proper scrutiny to the
Petition and that the Presbytery’s proceedings were irregular and flawed,;

2. The General Assembly, noting the above, nevertheless agree to receive the Petition
into the Court;

3. The General Assembly remind all Church Courts and Committees that all
communications addressed to them, especially those from Committees and Courts of
the Church, must be laid in full before the full Court for their consideration.

It was also moved and seconded that

Second Motion The General Assembly do not receive the Petition of the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free
Greyfriars anent Sale of Manse for the following reasons:

a. The recipients of communications containing advice from the Presbytery of
Inverness and the Legal Advice & Property Committee addressed to the Deacons’
Court failed to either lay the full contents of these communications before the
Court for their consideration or to do so timeously;

b. The General Assembly cannot competently grant the crave of the Petition without
referring the substance of the matter to the Law Agent and Legal Advice &
Property Committee;

c. The Preshytery failed or were unable to give proper scrutiny to the Petition and
that the Presbytery’s proceedings were irregular and flawed.

Vote On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion
was declared carried by a majority.

Finding Wherefore
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1. The General Assembly having considered the receivability of the Petition of the
Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars anent Sale of Manse

a. Note the failure by the recipients of communications containing advice from the
Presbytery of Inverness and the Legal Advice & Property Committee addressed to
the Deacons’ Court to lay the full contents of these communications before the
Court for their consideration;

b. Note that the General Assembly cannot competently grant the crave of the Petition
without referring the substance of the matter to the Law Agent and Legal Advice
& Property Committee;

c. Note that the Presbytery failed or were unable to give proper scrutiny to the
Petition and that the Presbytery’s proceedings were irregular and flawed,;

2. The General Assembly, noting the above, nevertheless agree to receive the Petition
into the Court;

3. The General Assembly remind all Church Courts and Committees that all
communications addressed to them, especially those from Committees and Courts
of the Church, must be laid in full before the full Court for their consideration.

Parties were recalled and the finding intimated to them, in which they acquiesced.
Parties were removed from the Bar.

There was an Order of the Day at 11 o’clock forenoon for the Report of the Committee on
Legal Advice & Property, which being printed and in the hands of Members was referred
to by the Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

Mr Robert P. Miller, Law Agent of the Church, was introduced to the Moderator. The
Moderator welcomed Mr Miller to the Assembly and expressed to him the gratitude of the
Assembly for the work done on behalf of the Church by Messrs Drummond Miller, LLP.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the Legal Advice &
Property Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk;

2. The General Assembly note the present status of the legal action in relation to the
Broadford case;

3. The General Assembly note that Counsel have prepared advice with regard to an
appropriate legal framework within which any potential local settlements could
competently take place;

4. The General Assembly note that significant sums of money remain in bank accounts
which have been frozen;
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5. The General Assembly note the delay in appointing General Trustees and direct the
Legal Advice & Property Committee to make appropriate arrangements for
appointment of General Trustees at the earliest possible date;

The General Assembly direct the Committee on Legal Advice & Property to proceed
to implement the requirements of Disclosure Scotland as soon as practicable;

7. The General Assembly note that with regard to Knock Mission House the locally
elected Steering Group are taking cognisance of the fact that matters between the
parties in the Free Church dispute remain unresolved;

8. The General Assembly note progress made towards a finalised form of contract of
employment and thank Rev. John Keddie for the work done in that connection;

9. The General Assembly note the investigations of the Legal Advice & Property
Committee into the subject of centralised public liability insurance;

10. The General Assembly thank the Law Agent and Counsel for the work done on
behalf of the Church and for the manner in which it has been carried out.

It was also moved and seconded that

the following Addendum be inserted as clause 3 and that the clauses following be
renumbered accordingly.

“The General Assembly note the threat of further legal action on the part of the residual
Free Church against our congregations at Partick and North Uist as well as their proposals
to sell buildings in which the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) have a legitimate
interest. They instruct the Committee, in consultation with our legal team, to formulate
proposals to protect the interests of our congregations and the wider Church and report
progress to the October 2008 Commission of Assembly or to an earlier Special
Commission if deemed by the Committee to be appropriate in the circumstances.”

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted
the Addendum.

Wherefore

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the Legal Advice &
Property Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk;

2. The General Assembly note the present status of the legal action in relation to the
Broadford case;

3. The General Assembly note the threat of further legal action on the part of the
residual Free Church against our congregations at Partick and North Uist as well as
their proposals to sell buildings in which the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
have a legitimate interest. They instruct the Committee, in consultation with our legal
team, to formulate proposals to protect the interests of our congregations and the
wider Church and report progress to the October 2008 Commission of Assembly or to
an earlier Special Commission if deemed by the Committee to be appropriate in the
circumstances;
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4. The General Assembly note that Counsel have prepared advice with regard to an
appropriate legal framework within which any potential local settlements could
competently take place;

5. The General Assembly note that significant sums of money remain in bank accounts
which have been frozen;

6. The General Assembly note the delay in appointing General Trustees and direct the
Legal Advice & Property Committee to make appropriate arrangements for
appointment of General Trustees at the earliest possible date;

7. The General Assembly direct the Committee on Legal Advice & Property to proceed
to implement the requirements of Disclosure Scotland as soon as practicable;

8. The General Assembly note that with regard to Knock Mission House the locally
elected Steering Group are taking cognisance of the fact that matters between the
parties in the Free Church dispute remain unresolved,;

9. The General Assembly note progress made towards a finalised form of contract of
employment and thank Rev. John Keddie for the work done in that connection;

10. The General Assembly note the investigations of the Legal Advice & Property
Committee into the subject of centralised public liability insurance;

11. The General Assembly thank the Law Agent and Counsel for the work done on
behalf of the Church and for the manner in which it has been carried out.

There was an Order of the Day at 1.30 o’clock for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegate was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly.

Rev. Andrew Lucas — Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland
The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to Mr Lucas.

There was presented to the Moderator Lorraine Holden, Chef-Lecturer at the Jewel & Esk
Valley College and her team of students who were providing catering services at the
General Assembly. The Moderator duly addressed them and expressed the gratitude of
the General Assembly to them for their efficient and enjoyable catering services rendered
to the members of the Assembly and thereafter made a presentation to them.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Deacons’ Court of
Inverness Free Greyfriars anent Sale of Manse with accompanying documents in the
following terms:

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing),
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 19" May 2008, the Petition of the Deacons’ Court of the
Congregation of Inverness Greyfriars Free Church (Continuing) humbly shows:

1. Whereas a brotherly approach has recently been made to us in our congregation by
the office-bearers of the congregation of Greyfriars Stratherrick FCofS Church with a
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view to settling the dispute over the manse in Abertarff Road;

Whereas it is clearly the duty of brethren who have in the past differed over matters
of law and discipline in the Church to seek to find a resolution of their differences on
the basis of brotherly respect as far as possible (Matt. 5:40-42; Luke 6:29-35; James
3:17-18);

Whereas the Inverness FCC Presbytery at its meeting of April 8" gave in principle its
support to the wish of our congregation to seek a settlement of the dispute over
ownership of the Manse provided it is within the parameters of guidance laid down by
our Legal Committee;

Whereas it is to the disadvantage of all sides of this dispute that prolonged delay in
property settlement should go on since disputed properties are likely to suffer from
minimal maintenance and upkeep the longer there is no settlement;

Whereas it is now coming up to nine years since this dispute in Inverness has taken
place, and wisdom suggests that all reasonable means for a prompt settlement should
now be sought to end it;

Whereas our FCC Counsel has prepared a document which seeks to facilitate local
negotiations of the kind here intended;

Whereas it is our hope as a congregation that the resolving of this local dispute might
lead to a satisfactory resolution of other similar disputes over property without
prejudice to any of our congregations or of our people;

Whereas it is our overwhelming concern as Christians to put the work of the gospel
above all other earthly matters which tend to distract us from the main work of the
church;

Whereas our legal representative clearly stated in the Assembly of 2007 that local
settlements were in order and without prejudice to our overall case as a denomination
and no subsequent legal written advice has been given to the contrary to our
congregations;

Whereas in matters of legal importance it is essential that all things be done decently
and in order so that the eventual signatures to the legal consenting document must
obviously be acceptable to both sides and be made in the proper legal form, and
stating that this settlement in no way creates a legal precedent for other congregations

Whereas it is the unanimous wish of all the surviving trustees of both the FC and the
FCC that the property be sold and the proceeds divided equally

Wherefore it is humbly requested that the General Assembly express its approbation of
the course of action herein sought, to the end that the Manse at 3 Abertarff Road may be
sold by the Trustees and the price realized, after all necessary and reasonable deductions
for handling costs be paid, be then divided equally between the Greyfriars Stratherrick
FCofS congregation and the Inverness FCC congregation, or do whatever in their wisdom
is deemed best. And your petitioners will ever pray.

Parties were called to the Bar and heard.
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Parties were removed from the Bar.
It was moved and seconded that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free
Greyfriars anent Sale of Manse to the extent that, noting that there is said to be a degree of
urgency in pursuing the sale of the Manse, but also the numerous serious defects in the
proceedings of the Courts of the Church, and particularly the Deacons’ Court thereanent,
especially in regard to the consideration of advice from the Legal Advice & Property
Committee, the General Assembly approve in principle the Sale of the Manse at 3
Abertarff Road by the Trustees and the price realised, after all necessary and reasonable
deductions for handling costs be paid, be then divided equally between the Greyfriars-
Stratherrick FCoS Congregation and Inverness Free Greyfriars FCC Congregation, and
instruct the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars to consult with the Legal Advice
& Property Committee and the Law Agent as to there being a valid legal framework in
place for the sale, in particular to safeguard the Congregation’s interests in the immediate
receipt of moneys once the Manse may be sold, and the Trustees and Deacons’ Court of
Inverness Free Greyfriars are hereby instructed to proceed no further without the express
approval of the Law Agent and the Legal Advice & Property Committee who are hereby
empowered to authorise the sale and are enjoined to give every assistance to the Deacons’
Court to expedite the matter.

It was also moved and seconded that

The General Assembly receive the Petition from the Deacons’ Court of Greyfriars
Inverness and grant its crave to the extent that:

1. The General Assembly note the advice already offered to the congregation by the
Legal Advice and Property Committee in terms of our constitutional position, the
Finding of the October 2007 Commission of Assembly and the draft preamble
prepared by Counsel;

2. The General Assembly note the failure of the Deacons’ Court to ensure that the
proposed transaction will be concluded in terms of advice already offered by the
Legal Committee and that the terms of the Petition from their residual counterparts to
their General Assembly fails to acknowledge our legal position;

3. The General Assembly note the absence of a legal mechanism that ensures that the
spirit of the proposed agreement between the parties is safeguarded,;

4. The General Assembly, noting the technical irregularities in the Petition and
supporting documentation, remit the whole matter to the Legal Advice and Property
Committee and the Church’s legal team for further advice, in view of the current
critical legal position in terms of the claims to ownership of assets held in trust by the
respective parties in the Free Church dispute;

5. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to report progress to the next
Commission of Assembly or earlier if that is deemed by the Committee to be
expedient.
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Wherefore

The General Assembly receive the Petition from the Deacons’ Court of Greyfriars
Inverness and grant its crave to the extent that:

1. The General Assembly note the advice already offered to the congregation by the
Legal Advice and Property Committee in terms of our constitutional position, the
Finding of the October 2007 Commission of Assembly and the draft preamble
prepared by Counsel;

2. The General Assembly note the failure of the Deacons’ Court to ensure that the
proposed transaction will be concluded in terms of advice already offered by the
Legal Committee and that the terms of the Petition from their residual counterparts to
their General Assembly fails to acknowledge our legal position;

3. The General Assembly note the absence of a legal mechanism that ensures that the
spirit of the proposed agreement between the parties is safeguarded;

4. The General Assembly, noting the technical irregularities in the Petition and
supporting documentation, remit the whole matter to the Legal Advice and Property
Committee and the Church’s legal team for further advice, in view of the current
critical legal position in terms of the claims to ownership of assets held in trust by the
respective parties in the Free Church dispute;

5. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to report progress to the next
Commission of Assembly or earlier if that is deemed by the Committee to be
expedient.

Against which judgement the following entered their dissent:
Kenneth MacDonald, William Macleod, Greg MacDonald, Gavino Fioretti

The Petitioners were recalled and the finding intimated to them, in which they acquiesced.
The Petitioners were removed from the Bar.
The General Assembly then called for the Interim Report of the Committee anent
Allegations of Conspiracy which was given in by Rev. Graeme Craig in the following
terms:

The Committee seek a continuance of their remit from the General Assembly and

request the re-appointment of the same personnel for a further year.

DONALD N MACLEOD, Convener

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive and note the further Interim Report of the Committee.
They continue their remit with the same personnel for a further year.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee to Review Recent
Acts and Findings of the General Assembly, which being printed and in the hands of
members, was referred to by Mr Maurice Grant, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Ad Hoc Special
Committee anent Review of the Acts of Assembly;

2. The General Assembly renew the remit of the Ad Hoc Special Committee anent
Review of the Acts of Assembly for a further year.

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement.

The General Assembly took up consideration of an Overture from Members of the House
anent Day One Christian Ministries in the following terms:

Unto the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) currently met in
Edinburgh the Overture of Members of the House humbly sheweth that

Whereas there is considerable risk that Rev lan McNaughton will shortly be declared
redundant by the General Council of Day One Ministries

Whereas there is an ever increasing need for vigilance and action in defence of the Lord’s
Day in Scotland

Whereas the General Assembly has remitted further consideration of this matter to the
Committee on Public Questions, Religion & Morals and

Whereas there is a meeting of the Scottish Council of Day One Ministries scheduled for
10 June 2008

Wherefore

It is humbly overtured that the General Assembly take these premises into consideration
and instruct the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee to appoint
representatives to meet with the Scottish Council of Day One Ministries on 10 June 2008
to consider the best way forward in the present emergency

or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.

John MacKenzie, D.W. Munro, James Clark, D. Mackay, Richard Ross, James Frew,
David Blunt, Alistair MacKintosh, Warren Gardner, William Scott, W. Wright, A.
Campbell, Donald Martin, Colin Wilson, J.A. MacPherson, C. MacLean, T.J. McGlynn,
K. MacDonald, Angus MacLeod, Murdo A.N. MacLeod, Allan Murray, Gavin Beers,
John C. Sutherland, Glenn Fraser.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Overture from Members of the House and grant its
crave. They instruct the Public Questions, Religion and Morals Committee to appoint
representatives to meet with the Scottish Council of Day One Ministries on 10" June
2008.
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Strategy Committee, which being
printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the
Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Strategy Committee and
thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk;

2. The General Assembly direct the Committee to continue to take a strategic overview
of the needs of the Church, especially in the light of the current situation;

3. The General Assembly note that the repeal of Act | (Class 1) 1989, Act anent Retiral
of Ministers, will involve a return to the historical practice of induction to a charge ad
vitam aut culpam;

4. The General Assembly noting that there are legislative anomalies relating to pensions
of Ministers over critical ages of 60, 65 and 70 direct the Strategy Committee to liaise
with the Legal Advice & Property Committee and the Finance & Sustentation
Committee in investigating this as a matter of urgency and to report to the next
General Assembly with recommendations;

5. The General Assembly direct the Strategy Committee to continue to monitor the
current ecclesiastical arrangements for the Congregation of Adelaide;

6. The General Assembly direct the Finance & Sustentation Committee to consider, in
consultation with the Strategy Committee the possible provision of a draw-down
facility being made available for essential users who are required by the work placed
on them by the Church to have job-specific computer equipment which is beyond that
which a Minister would normally require;

7. The General Assembly direct the Strategy Committee to consider, in consultation
with the Legal Advice & Property Committee and the Finance & Sustentation
Committee, the matter of accommodation and facilities in Inverness and in particular
to bear in mind the need to ensure that any financial arrangements made should be
appropriate and equitable to all parties.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Assembly Arrangements &
Nominations Committee (B) Nominations, which being printed and in the hands of
members, was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the
Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee,
especially the Convener and Clerk;

2. The General Assembly note with sadness the passing of Mrs Maurine Murchison,
who for some time was a member of the Panel of Consultants anent Allegations of
Sexual Impropriety Involving Adults, and did much to help the Church in the recent
difficult years both before and after the reconstitution;
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3. The General Assembly suspend Standing Orders to enable Mr Maurice J. Roberts to 22ND MAY

be reappointed to Group 3 Committees for one year; Thursday
Forenoon

4. The General Assembly appoint Standing and Other Committees in accordance with 12 Report of the

the printed list with the following changes: Assembly
Arrangements &
Nominations

Grour 1 Committee (B)
Nominations

Mr William B. Scott, Vice-convener, Legal Advice & Property Committee [2] (Cont)
GRoupr 3

Mr Gavin Beers, Vice-convener, Home & Foreign Missions [4]

Mr Richard Ross, Vice-convener, Welfare of Youth and Education Committee [4]

Mr David S. Fraser, Convener, Welfare of Youth and Education Committee
(Supernumerary Youth) [1]

Mr Maurice J Roberts, Convener, Ecumenical Relations [1] in place of Rev. Allan
Murray, Convener, Ecumenical Relations [4]

STRATEGY
Mr Maurice J Roberts, [1] in place of Rev. Allan Murray [4]
Mr David S. Fraser [1] replace Mr Richard Ross [4]

Wherefore

The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees in accordance with the
undernoted list:

GROUP 1
FINANCE & SUSTENTATION
LEGAL ADVICE & PROPERTY

Ministers Elders

Mr John Morrison [4] Mr John MacLean (N. Uist) [4]
Mr Greg MacDonald [3] Mr Desmond Biggerstaff [3]
Mr Murdo A.N. MacLeod, Vice-convener, Mr Lindsay MacCallum [3]
Finance & Sustentation Committee [2] Mr David MacRae [1]

Mr William B. Scott, Vice-convener, Legal
Advice & Property Committee [2]

Mr John MacLeod (Duthil-Dores, Rtd),
Convener, Finance & Sustentation
Committee [1]

Mr John MacLeod (Tarbat), Convener,
Legal Advice & Property Committee
(Supernumerary Legal etc) [1]

The Honorary General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee
The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee
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GROUP 2
PuBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS
PUBLICATIONS
TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS

Minigters Elders

Mr John W. Keddie, Convener, Publications Mr Alexander Campbell (Thornwood) [4]
Committee [4] Mr Glenn Fraser, Vice-convener, Publications

Mr William Macleod, Vice-convener, Public Committee [3]

Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [3] Mr John Sutherland [2]

Mr Robert Josey, Convener, Training of the Mr Alasdair MacKenzie (Aultbea) [2]

Ministry & Admissions Committee [1] Mr Callum MacLean (Stornoway), Vice-convener,

Mr James I. Gracie, Convener, Public Questions,  Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [1]
Religion & Morals Committee [1]

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee
The Magazine Editorial Team are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee

GROUP 3
WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION
HoME & FOREIGN MISSIONS
ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS
ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

Ministers Elders

Mr Gavin Beers, Vice-convener, Home & Foreign ~ Mr John MacDonald, Portree [4]

Missions Committee [4] Mr Hector Campbell [1]

Mr Richard Ross, Vice-convener, Welfare of Youth  Mr James Frew (Ayr), Vice-convener, Assembly
& Education Committee Arrangements & Nominations Committee [1]

Mr James Clark, Convener, Assembly Arrangements Mr Alistair MacKintosh [1]
& Nominations Committee [3]

Mr John J. Murray, Convener, Home & Foreign

Missions Committee and Vice-convener, Ecumenical

Relations Committee [3]

Mr Maurice J. Roberts, Convener, Ecumenical

Relations Committee [1]

Mr David S. Fraser, Convener, Welfare of Youth &

Education Committee (Supernumerary Youth) [1]

The Editor of The Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly and the Moderator
of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee
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STRATEGY COMMITTEE 22ND MAY
Thursday
- Forenoon
Ministers Elders
Mr John Keddie [4] 12. Report of the
Assembly
Mr James Clark [3] Arrangements &
Nominations
Mr John_ J. Murray [3] S
Mr David S. Fraser [1] Nominations
Mr James I. Gracie [1] (Cont.)

Mr Robert Josey [ 1]

Mr John MacLeod (Duthil-Dores, Rtd), Vice-
convener [1]

Mr John MacLeod (Tarbat), Convener, [1]

The Principal Clerk of Assembly, the Assistant Clerk of Assembly and the Honorary
General Treasurer are ex officio Advisers to the Strategy Committee

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY

Ministers Elders

Mr Greg MacDonald, Vice-convener [3] Mr Glenn Fraser [4]

Mr David Fraser, Convener [1] Mr John MacLean (N. Uist) [4]
Mr John MacLeod (Tarbat) [1] Mr Donald MacKay (Partick) [3]

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES

Mr Cameron MacLeay, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee

Mr David MacRae, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee

Mr Callum MacLean (Stornoway), Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee

Rev. David Blunt, Clerk, Publications Committee

Rev. James I. Gracie, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
Rev. David Blunt, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee

Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee

Mr Glenn Fraser, Clerk, Psalmody Committee

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee
Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Strategy Committee

Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows:

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ANENT BUILDING PROJECTS

Ministers Elders
Mr Kenneth MacDonald, Convener Mr John MacKenzie (Assynt)
Mr John Morrison Mr John C. Sutherland

Mr Roderick MacKay
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COMMITTEE ON NEGOTIATIONS

Minigters Elders
Mr John MacLeod (Duthil-Dores, Retired)  Mr Alexander Morrison
Mr Hugh M. Ferrier Mr Maurice Grant

Mr John A. Gillies, Convener
Principal Clerk

The Moderator is ex officio a member of the Committee on Negotiations
The Members of the Ecumenical Relations Committee are ex officio members of the

AD Hoc SPeciAL COMMITTEE ANENT REVIEW OF THE ACTS OF THE ASSEMBLY

Minisers Elders
Mr Henry J.T. Woods Mr Maurice Grant
Mr James |. Gracie Mr Alexander Morrison, Convener

Principal Clerk
Assistant Clerk

PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING
ADULTS

Dr Murdoch Murchison
Mr Alexander Morrison
Mr Andrew Murray

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a
Minute anent Deceased Ministers and Elders which was submitted by the Convener,
approved and ordered to be engrossed as follows:

It is with deep regret that the General Assembly record the death of the following elders:

Western Synod
Mr Donald John MacKenzie, Knock & Point

Southern Synod
Mr William MacLeod, Rothesay

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 5.45 o’clock
evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.



2008] THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 81

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there Zizf’ S’:AY
ursaal
the 22™ day of May 2008 years at 5.45 o' clock evening ~ Sess. 7. 4

Evening

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. é Ai_steT*é'y
onstitute

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Complaint of Mr Lindsay MacCallum E‘inggg‘/p'ai”t of Mr

(A) anent Refusal of Complaint against a finding of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes & MacCallum (A)
anent Refusal of
Western Canada. Complaint

Parties were called to the Bar and heard.
Parties were withdrawn.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly dismiss the Complaint of Mr Lindsay MacCallum anent refusal of Finding
Complaint and uphold the decision of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes and Western
Canada.

The General Assembly note that while in terms of Church Law and Practice there is a
clear and strict duty on the part of any complainant or appellant to ensure that he obtains
within ten days of intimating his Complaint or Appeal, a signed receipt, from the Clerk of
the Court against whose finding he has complained or appealed, in respect of his reasons,
there is also a clear and strict duty on that Court to ensure that

i. The Minute relating to the finding being complained or appealed against be
adjusted at the meeting and that extracts be granted to the complainant or
appellant immediately;

ii. The Court and their Clerk fulfil their clear and strict duty to ensure that any
complainant or appellant is not obstructed or prevented from making his
complaint or Appeal and that the complainant or appellant has a clear
understanding as to the deadlines involved.

The General Assembly further note that

i.  These requirements were not fulfilled in this instance by the Presbytery and their
Clerk and that inequity resulted;

ii. Whilst remedies exist to address this inequity, it may not in this instance be
essential for the complainant to pursue these potential remedies in that the
substance of the matter is likely to come before the superior Court by another
route.

Parties were recalled and the finding intimated to them in which they acquiesced.

Parties were removed from the Bar.
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The General Assembly took up consideration of a Complaint of Mr Lindsay MacCallum
(B) anent Answers to Reasons for Complaint against a finding of the Free Presbytery of
Great Lakes & Western Canada together with an Appeal from Adherents of Smiths Falls
anent Refusal to Sustain a Call, an Appeal from Members of Smiths Falls anent Refusal to
Sustain a Call and an Appeal from Mr David and Mrs Evelyn Sinclair anent Refusal to
Sustain a Call, all three against a finding of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western
Canada.

Parties were called to the Bar and heard.
Parties were withdrawn.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly noting inter alia
1. The obvious harmony within the Congregation and the complete absence of
any contrary sentiment;

2. The continuing manifest desire to have the individual addressed in the Call to
be the Minister at Smiths Falls;

3. That the Presbytery’s financial concerns have been adequately answered;

Sustain the Appeals of the Members and the Adherents of the Congregation of Smiths
Falls and Mr David & Mrs Evelyn Sinclair and reverse the decision of the Presbytery and
sustain the Call of the Congregation of Smiths Falls to Rev. Bert Pohl, Preacher of the
Gospel, and remit the matter to the relevant judicatory for disposal.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly noting that a number of the Answers were inappropriate and some
factually incorrect sustain the Complaint of Mr Lindsay MacCallum (B) anent Answers to
Reasons for Complaint and reverse the decision of the Presbytery to adopt the answers.
Given that there are elements in certain of these Answers which are improper to hold in
the Public Record in their current form, the General Assembly direct that the said
Answers be expunged from the Minutes but grant permission to the Presbytery to keep a
Record of the Answers in retentis.

Parties were recalled and the findings intimated to them in which they acquiesced.

Parties were removed from the Bar.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Complaint of Mr Lindsay MacCallum
(C) anent Removal of Records against a finding of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes &
Western Canada.

Parties were called to the Bar.

Mr MacCallum indicated that while he considered the matter of the removal of Records a

very serious one, in view of time constraints he wished to intimate that he was prepared to
fall from his Complaint.
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Parties were removed from the Bar.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of
Great Lakes & Western Canada anent Presbytery Boundary in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 19" May 2008, the Petition of the Presbytery of Great
Lakes and Western Canada humbly sheweth that:

Whereas for such Congregations and office-bearers of this Presbytery as lie within the
United States a fundamental and defining purpose of the Presbytery’s endeavors, and of
their present membership in the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), is the
establishment in the near term of an indigenous denomination organizationally distinct
from the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) but committed to the same constitutional
principles in doctrine, worship and government,

and whereas many of the members and adherents of the Congregation of Smiths Falls
petitioned the Home and Foreign Missions Committee on August 24, 2007, seeking the
assistance of the Committee in order that the Congregation of Smiths Falls might be
brought under the supervision of the wider church, the Congregation declaring its
endeavour to adhere in every way to the constitution and practice of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing),

and whereas the following proposal which involves altering the bounds of the Presbytery
of Great Lakes and Western Canada, and disjoining the Congregation of Smiths Falls
from the Presbytery, would helpfully address all these issues of oversight and objectives,
for the advantage of the work both in the United States and also in Smiths Falls,

and whereas the current arrangements for the oversight of the Adelaide Congregation,
being a Congregation outwith the bounds of a Presbytery, provide recent precedent for
such a Congregation to be placed under the supervision of the Committee on Home and
Foreign Missions, that Committee to act in loco synodi,

and whereas a Congregation, so long as it is within the bounds of a Presbytery, should be
the direct responsibility of that Presbytery rather than of a Standing Committee of the
General Assembly,

and whereas any future accession of additional Congregations in Canada might give
occasion for the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) to erect at
that time a Presbytery specific to Canada, providing Presbyterial oversight for the
Congregation of Smiths Falls,

and whereas the seat of the Presbytery of Great Lakes and Western Canada is in the
United States, where the Presbytery of Great Lakes and Western Canada has procured a
civil incorporation, tax identification number, and the benefit of an attorney’s
correspondence establishing protocol and protection for the civil interests of the
Presbytery in relation to the federal government of the United States, and all of which are
tied to the Presbytery’s bank account located in the United States,

and whereas there are now five ministers of the church resident in the United States, with
three congregations and a preaching station, and about seventy persons on the communion
rolls,
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and whereas the peace, encouragement and progress of the work both in the United States
and also in Smiths Falls might be significantly advanced by an immediate action of the
General Assembly on the following proposal, rather than by delaying consideration until
there is final action on proposals for the reorganization of Presbyteries in Scotland,

Wherefore may it please your venerable court to take these premises into consideration,
and act at this time (a) to alter the bounds of the Presbytery of Great Lakes and Western
Canada so as to comprise in area the United States, (b) to disjoin the Congregation of
Smiths Falls from the Presbytery of Great Lakes and Western Canada and to place it in the
meantime under the supervision of the Committee on Home and Foreign Missions, that
Committee to act in loco synodi, and c) to alter the name of the Presbytery of Great Lakes
and Western Canada to the Presbytery of the United States.

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom may seem best.
And your petitioners will ever pray.

The Petitioners were called to the Bar and heard.
The Petitioners were removed from the Bar.

It was moved and seconded that

The General Assembly receive the Petition from the Presbytery of Great Lakes and
Western Canada and note that such Congregations and office-bearers of the Free
Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada as lie within the United States of America
are seeking to establish in the near term an indigenous denomination organizationally
distinct from the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) but committed to the same
constitutional principles in doctrine, worship and government;

The General Assembly grant the crave of the Petition and
a. disjoin the Congregation of Smiths Falls from the Presbytery of Great Lakes
and Western Canada and place it under the supervision of the Committee on
Home and Foreign Missions, that Committee to act in loco synodi.

b. declare that the bounds of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western
Canada are hereby altered to comprise the area known as the United States

of America, the Presbytery from henceforth to be known as the Free
Presbytery of the United States of America.

It was also moved and seconded that
The General Assembly pass from the matter.
At the request of the Moderator, Rev. Robert Josey engaged in prayer.

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion
was declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

The General Assembly receive the Petition from the Presbytery of Great Lakes and
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Western Canada and note that such Congregations and office-bearers of the Free 22ND MAY
Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada as lie within the United States of America Thursday
are seeking to establish in the near term an indigenous denomination organizationally Evening
distinct from the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) but committed to the same 6. Petition from the
constitutional principles in doctrine, worship and government; gﬁ;ﬁ'_ﬁgﬁy of
Western Canada

anent Presbytery
Boundary (Cont.)

The General Assembly grant the crave of the Petition and
a. disjoin the Congregation of Smiths Falls from the Presbytery of Great Lakes and
Western Canada and place it under the supervision of the Committee on Home
and Foreign Missions, that Committee to act in loco synodi.

b. declare that the bounds of the Free Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada
are hereby altered to comprise the area known as the United States of America,
the Presbytery from henceforth to be known as the Free Presbytery of the United
States of America.

The Petitioners were recalled and the finding intimated to them in which they acquiesced.
The Petitioners were removed from the Bar.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee anent Visitation of

Records which was given in by the Convener in the following terms: 7. Report of the
Committee anent
Visitation of

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there, Records
on Wednesday 21st May 2008, the Committee Report
on Visitation of Synod and Committee
Records met and was constituted.
Synod Records
Records of the Southern and Western and Northern Synods were available for
examination.

Attention is drawn to the following:

Northern Synod Correct in both form and substance.
Western Synod Correct in both form and substance.
Southern Synod. Correct in both form and substance.

Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada

The minute of 8" September 2007

Item 88 — request to moderate in a Call

We draw the attention of the Presbytery of Great Lakes & Western Canada to the
fact that it should have directed the Kirk Session of Smiths Falls to draw up a
Communion Roll without delay and prior to any meeting to moderate in a Call.

Item 89 — Smiths Falls Reference

The minute refers to a reference from the Kirk Session of Smiths Falls but details
of the subject of the reference are not mentioned and it is unclear what this refers
to.

Item 91 — Student for the Ministry

The attention of the Presbytery of Great Lakes and Western Canada is drawn to the
fact that the course of study for candidates for the Free Church Ministry is
governed by General Assembly legislation.
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The minute of 17" November 2007
Item 102 — Presbytery Boundaries
The terms of the Petition anent Presbytery Bounds are not included in the minute.

Item 106 — Student for the Ministry (see Item 91 above)

Item 116 — Trials for Ordination
Trials for Ordination seem to have been appointed prior to the signing of the Call —
this is incompetent and should be expunged by the General Assembly.

Item 118 — Moderation in a Call

As reference is made in a previous minute to Mr Bert Pohl, Probationer, in the
context of a Call to Smiths Falls the Call should have been a Closed Call.
Presbytery should have considered there and then whether or not to sustain the
Call.

The Minutes of 9" February and 22™ March 2008

These minutes contain matters coming before the General Assembly as complaints
and appeals and the final disposing of these matters will have a direct bearing on
the minutes especially items 9, 19, 20, 25, 125, 128.

Minutes contain items which would be appropriate in a Report to Presbytery and
then held in retentis but which are not appropriate in the permanent record of a
Presbytery.

Committee Records
The records of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee and of the Psalmody
Committee were not available for examination.

It was agreed to recommend that these Committees be instructed to present them
for examination to the October meeting of the Commission of Assembly.

All other Committee Records were to hand.

Attention is drawn to the following:

Finance & Sustentation Committee:

The Committee recommend that, in future, the Finance & Sustentation Committee

make use of paper that is more suitable for the permanent records of the
Committee.

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations
Four minutes had not been signed by the Clerk.
The minute of May 2007 is incorrectly dated.

College Committee
Pages have been inserted into the permanent record in an incorrect order.

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
Due to a technical problem the Committee were unable to submit for examination
the minute of October 2007. Steps are being taken to remedy the situation and the





































