David
Against
Goliath

(1 Samuel 17 — “ the battle is the Lord’s”)

The Life of David Part 2

The church, like Israel then, does not seek war, but
nevertheless it shall always come upon them in this world (Ps.
120:7). Evil attacks the good; the good are those who love
and obey the Lord Christ. There were two opposing camps in
the valley of Elah. The Philistines had their champion calling
for battle but the Israelites sat still in unbelief. David’s father
sent him to give food to his brothers in the Israelite camp and
his faith was stirred at the sight. He had been anointed by the
Spirit; he knew what he had to do.

David’s unexpected trial. He had not come with the
intention of fighting the giant and it was a great trial for
one so young, but the young are not exempted from great
trials of faith. However, faith brought to memory his past
experience of God’s help, against the lion and the bear. He
had not delivered himself, “The Lord delivered me...” (vs.37)
He relied upon the Lord (Ps. 63:7) whose Name he knew from
prayer, as Paul did later (2 Cor. 1:8; 2 Tim. 4:16). Faith argues
from the past to the future. Present grace is a promise of
future grace. Do you have present grace ?

David finds the world’s armour unsuitable. Goliath’s
armour was man-made and visible. There is always a
temptation to fight the world with the world’s weapons, to
‘fight fire with fire’, as king Saul suggested. But this is not
God’s way. Human means are not the means of grace. ‘The
weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty through
God..." (2 Cor. 10:4) “I cannot go with these,” says David, and
he picks up some pebbles from the ground instead. David’s
pebbles were not made by man and therefore despised by
Goliath and the world but they would have God’s power
behind them and therefore would prove unstoppable.

David’s decision to fight. There was much talk in the
camp about the enemy but no resolution to fight. There is
always the temptation to substitute talk for action. They
were calculating on the future, but did not take God into
account. How easily we are affected by the things which
are seen! The world leaves God out of its plans — let us not
make the same mistake. David decided to act but even then
some in the Lord’s camp tried to discourage him, vs.28 &
33. However, David did not look at the size of the enemy; he
looked at the greatness of his God - their god was too small!
With man it seemed impossible, but not with God. The men

tempted him to go back, not forward — David “ran” forward,
in confidence.

The church should always be optimistic; the ‘Name’ says to
David and to us, “If God be for us, who can be against us ?”
There is no armour that can protect from God. We go forward
in weakness but we are following “One that is Mighty”, Ps.
89:19. Saul, without faith, sat still with fear in the camp,
talking about the difficulties. David, with faith, went forward
to meet them. Which one are you like ?

David attacks, armed with faith. “I come to thee” says
David to Goliath, vs.45. Goliath could only despise the
weak appearance of his enemy, but God has often used
unexpected means to rid the church of its enemies. Things
were not what they seemed. David was armed with faith
in the Name (Ps. 20:1 ) and was not alone. The giant saw
only David, not David plus “the Lord of hosts”. The Name
is God’s revelation of what He is in Himself and what He is
to His people. David called upon the Name of the Lord in
prayer and took hold of God’s strength. Paul later fought in
the same manner (Phil. 4:13 & 2 Tim. 4:17). Sometimes, like
David and Paul, the Christian must stand or go forward alone
in the fight because of the unbelief that surrounds them...
and yet they are not alone. He whose Name is above every
other says, “ | am with you always.”

David glories in the Lord. Where there is trust in God, there
is none in self. The victory was in God’s name, not David’s
(Ps. 18:29). The weakness of the means used showed clearly
that it was a work of God (2 Cor. 4:7). The Source of victory
is not human but Divine, therefore David ‘gloried in the
Lord’,vs.46,50. The Lord did it for His Name. If we give God
His place, we shall prosper, but the praise of men shall come
to nothing. David’s faith stood the test.

There are always giants to fight in the Christian life: giant self-
will, giant love-the-world, giant temptation. The best help
comes from God - pray for it, as David did (Ps. 33:16,20).
Christ leads the way ...“for the battle is the Lord’s” (vs.47)
— who will follow? When you follow David’s King there is a
greater than Goliath to be fought, but there is a greater than
David to overcome him, Is. 53:12. Heb. 2:14. Do you trust in
the seen or the Unseen? (Heb.11:1)
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Following
the
Lord

Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered
him, Whither | go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me
afterwards. (John 13:36)

unmasked as the traitor and went out into the night Jesus was able to

speak more freely to the disciples who remained. However when he broke
the silence it was not by pouring scorn on his betrayer or lamenting the suffering
that he was soon to endure on the cross. Instead he referred to the glory that
would be his when raised from the dead and seated at God'’s right hand.

Jesus also had a word specially for his disciples. He addressed them as “little
children” (v.33), showing how fond he was of them and how precious they were
to him. He told them he would shortly be leaving them and they would not be
able to join him. He knew that they would feel their loss keenly: being still young
in the faith they relied on his physical presence with them. It was not yet time for
them to follow him out of this world and into the next.

Jesus then gave the disciples a new commandment, that they should love
one another. In one way it was an old commandment because God’s law has
always required men to love their neighbour (Lev.19:18). Yet in another sense
the commandment was new. Jesus said, “love one another, as | have loved you”
(v.34). As they faced their future the disciples were to think of the selfless way
in which Christ gave up his life for their sakes and follow his example by living
sacrificial lives themselves. It would be a witness to the watching world that the
Lord was with them still.

The scene in the upper room has changed. After Judas Iscariot was

A Surprising Question

Simon Peter has listened to Jesus and now he has a question for him. We
might think that Simon would want to know more about what it means to love
his brethren and serve the Lord. Instead, despite all that Jesus has taught them,
Simon asks Jesus where he is going!

Simon thought that Jesus was about to depart for some remote place in the
country. Not for the first time he was displaying his ignorance when he should
have understood exactly what Jesus meant. Christ had told them many times by
now that there in Jerusalem he would go the way of death.

Must we not say with shame that we are little better than Simon Peter? Well
might Jesus say to us what he said, firmly though lovingly, to the two disciples
he met on the way to Emmaus after he had risen from the dead: “O fools, and
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken” (Luke 24:25)! They
were sad because the One they had relied upon to deliver Israel had been
crucified; they were perplexed because of reports that his tomb was empty and
he was alive. They had not understood what the Old Testament foretold about
Christ!

You have no excuse for not knowing what the Saviour came to do. You have
the whole Bible, New Testament as well as Old: think of all the chapters you
have read! You attend church regularly: think of how many sermons you have
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tighten its grip on the minds of the people by

asserting that each sinner needed the approval of
the Roman Catholic church in order to get to heaven.
Priests were self-appointed mediators between God
and man, but those who were reading the Scriptures
could see that this was falsehood.
In 1402 a divinity student at the University of Prague
translated the writings of Wycliffe into the Czech
language. His name was John Hus and for the next
12 years he organized an opposition movement to the
papacy in Bohemia (Czechoslovakia), attacking the
greed of the clergy and championing the doctrines of
Wycliffe. The Pope condemned the doctrines of Wycliffe
in 1407, Bohemia refused to accept this and in 1412
Hus was excommunicated by the Pope. Hus asserted
that the papacy was a man-made institution and that
the church was built on Christ, not Peter. At the end of
1414 Hus was lured to Constance by a safe conduct
promised to him by the Emperor but when he arrived
he was arrested and put on trial. Hus refused to change
any of his teachings unless they were disproved by the
Bible. The papacy could not answer this and so had him
burned in 1415.
In 1453 the Turks captured Constantinople and the
eastern empire was now no more. Before it fell thousands
of valuable writings, including Greek and Hebrew
manuscripts of the Scriptures, were carried to the West
to fuel the revival of learning called ‘the Renaissance’.
Greek and Hebrew were being increasingly studied
and this knowledge in particular posed a threat to the
papacy’s fictions about what the Bible taught. The
invention of the printing press in 1454 providentially
speeded the spread of this new learning.
In 1491 a preacher in Florence called Savonarola began
to preach against the abuses of the clergy. The Pope saw
him as a threat and excommunicated him in 1497. He
received popular support but, despite this, the Roman
authorities had him arrested and burned in 1498.
It seemed that every reformer who appeared was
doomed to die. However, the circulation and study of
the printed Bible increased and the Holy Spirit was
stirring sinners to seek salvation by grace directly from
Christ the Saviour. The papacy was being more and
more seen as unnecessary to a relationship with Christ,
indeed an obstacle to it ! But the papacy still maintained

Throughout the 15th century the papacy tried to

Reformation
Begins

A Short History of the Church — Part 9

its power over the nations by the use of terror.

Meanwhile, in 1501, a young German called Martin
Luther entered the Augustinian monastery at Erfuhrt.
There he prayerfully studied the Scriptures, seeking
peace with God. This peace he found by faith alone; ‘the
just shall live by faith.” This New Testament doctrine was
a direct challenge to all that Roman Catholicism stood
for. Luther nailed his challenge to the door of the church
at Wittenberg in 1517. The Reformation had begun!

WHAT THE REFORMATION WAS ALL ABOUT

The purpose of the Reformation was not to bring
in anything new but to restore the New Testament
doctrines, worship and practice. The Roman Catholic
church had been wrong for the last 1000 years. The
truth is :—

- The Lord Christ is the Head of the church and
governments.

- Christ is the only Mediator between God and
man, the only Way to heaven, and faith is the
only way to Christ.

- The sinner is helpless to save himself; good
works cannot save.

- The Holy Spirit brings to Christ and all glory is
given to God for salvation.

- The once for all self-sacrifice of Christ cannot
be repeated in the Mass.

- There must be a Biblical warrant for what we
teach and how we worship.

- The proper behaviour for a Christian is laid
down in the Bible and not human opinion.

Calvin rightly accused the papacy of ‘presuming to be
wiser than God himself.” This is a danger for the church
in every age. Five hundred years on, we still face the
same challenge, to maintain Biblical doctrine, worship
and practice.
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