
As a result of his defeat of Goliath David gained a true 
friend and many enemies. If the Lord is with you, as he 
was with David, you may expect the same.

David’s friend Jonathan — There is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother (Prov. 18:24).
David’s actions and words attracted Jonathan to him. His 
actions were consistent with Jonathan's words and showed 
devotion to the Lord. Jonathan also was a patriot and a warrior 
(1 Samuel 14), zealous for God’s cause in the world. These 
friends were united in their love for the God of Israel. Where 
there is true love for Christ, there is also love for his brethren 
(John 15:12; 1 John 3:14). Jonathan would be a friend who 
would stick closer to David than David’s own brothers.
A friend cares for you, wishes to do you good and see 
you prosper. Unlike his father, Jonathan had no jealousy of 
David. As his friend, Jonathan was ready to warn David of 
danger (20:13), correct his mistaken views and encourage 
him (23:16). He was not ashamed of David and spoke up 
to defend his character (19:4) when David was not there to 
defend himself and when no-one else did; they were all afraid 
of Saul. Jonathan was a good example to David and on several 
occasions he showed more faith in the Lord than David did.

David’s wife Michal — A friend loves at all times (Prov. 
17:17).
David’s wife Michal was a friend to him and helped him to 
escape death at the hands of her father, but unlike Jonathan 
she was not a constant friend. At first she loved David but 
later this love changed into contempt when she saw David’s 
devotion to the Lord (2 Samuel 6:16,20). People change, but 
real friends do not. There is an old saying, “Prosperity brings 
friends, adversity tries them” i.e. you will find who your real 
friends are when you come into a crisis, especially as a result 
of obeying the Lord. Michal failed the test of friendship. 

David’s enemy Saul — Who is able to stand before envy? 
(Prov. 27:4).
Like David, your advancement will reveal to you your friends 
and your enemies. Envy or jealousy is the reaction of someone 
full of self-importance when he sees someone getting more 
attention than himself. This was Saul’s attitude to David. This 
‘incomer’ was more popular with the people than he was. Saul 
lived in a palace yet he was unhappy. Do not envy the rich. 
What ruined Saul’s home? It was Saul’s being without God. A 
godless man cannot be a happy man, nor a godless home a 
happy home. When he failed to kill David himself (18:11), Saul 
tried to use other people to harm David, including his own 
daughter Michal (18:21). He sent him on a dangerous mission 

hoping that he would be killed by the Philistines (18:17) but 
his success made him even more popular. Moreover, David’s 
marriage to Michal brought him into the royal family and gave 
him a legal title to become the future king. All of Saul’s plots 
backfired. People can be used unwittingly by an enemy to 
harm you by word (18:26) or deed. Saul himself hid his enmity 
behind the hypocrisy of a smiling face and pious words 
(18:17) but his eyes spoke the truth, 18:9 – the eyes are often 
a window to a person’s character. Often the eyes will tell you 
what the smile does not.
Saul’s main reason for hating David was the same as Cain’s 
for his brother Abel (1 John 3:12) ; David had God’s blessing 
while Saul did not, and Saul was afraid of David (18:12). Then, 
as now, envy can lead to hatred and hatred can lead to murder. 
Was this the motive of Judas in betraying Christ? Pilate knew 
that the Jews had condemned Christ because of envy. But 
“the sin of envy always in the end punishes the soul that 
indulges it.” Satan and his angels, the Jews and Saul all fell by 
envy. The Bible contains not only good examples to follow but 
also bad examples to avoid!
Saul was like his master the Devil, relentless in his pursuit of 
David, ‘like a roaring lion seeking to devour.’ Psalm 59 was 
written by David describing his experience at this time, calling 
upon God as his Defence and Shield. God would deliver David, 
whether by visible means or by invisible power. He had a 
Friend at Court, an Advocate with the Father.

David’s response — It is hard to suffer unjustly but David 
endured because “the Lord was with David”. How did David 
respond to the enmity of Saul? He was prudent, careful in 
his speech and behaviour (18:14,15); he was humble, not 
seeking his own honour (18:18,23); he was diligent and faithful 
in carrying out his duties (18:27,30) and, most importantly, 
he was prayerful (Psalm 59). Many young people (and old) 
are provoked into losing their temper and speaking unwisely, 
lashing out, but David, when he was reviled, reviled not again 
but committed his case to God.
       “Some will hate thee, some will love thee,
        Some will flatter, some will slight;
        Cease from man and look above thee –
        Trust in God and do the right.” 
        (written 150 years ago by N. McLeod.)

Saul’s purpose was to make David’s life miserable. David 
could not please Saul but he purposed to please God. David 
is your example when you have someone around who is 
jealous of you and can use others to hurt you. Your best Friend 
Christ Jesus will ‘stick closer to you than a brother’. Is he your 
Friend? - Then he will love at all times (Proverbs 17:17). 

 Friends 
and 
Enemies
(1 Samuel ch. 18,19 and 20 — The Lord was with David)
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Oil painting depicting the separation of David and Jonathan by Rembrandt
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And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that 
he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. And he said unto him, Lord, 
I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. And he said, I tell 

thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny 
that thou knowest me. (Luke 22:31-34)

In the upper room Jesus has been telling the disciples of his departure. He 
would soon be leaving their company, going to heaven by the way of a cruel 
death for the sake of his people and a triumphant resurrection. There he would 

sit upon the throne promised to him by the Father as a reward for his obedience. 
There he now reigns, with everything under his feet. This is the Lord and Saviour 
we are called to trust in, worship and serve.
If the hours to come would be challenging for Christ then they would also test 
the disciples. Jesus was aware of this and when his thoughts might have been 
fixed on what lay ahead for himself they were focused instead on the needs of 
the men he was pleased to call his friends.
What a kind and compassionate Saviour we have! He is ever mindful of those 
who belong to him by sovereign choice and saving faith. He is the “Shepherd 
and Bishop” of our souls (1 Pet. 2:25), watching over us continually, and the 
“Apostle and High Priest” of our profession (Heb. 3:1), praying for us always. As 
sinners we are safe only in Jesus.

The Devil’s Desire
Do you know that Christ and his church have a powerful enemy? The devil or 
Satan is a wicked spirit who rebelled against God and was cast down from 
heaven. In the garden the devil tempted Adam to disobey God: Adam sinned 
and fell and so did we all in him as his natural children. Later the devil tempted 
Jesus in the wilderness: Jesus did not sin but stood upright and at the cross he 
paid the price for the sins of his spiritual children. In this way he overcame Satan, 
casting him out of the hearts of his people (John 12:31).
The devil goes “to and fro in the earth” (Job 2:2), tempting the people of God. As 
Jesus considers the disciples who remain, there is one that he has especially in 
mind: Simon Peter! In an earnest but gentle way he tells Simon that Satan has 
his evil eye upon all eleven of them. He wants to bring them under his influence, 
shaking them in the sieve of strong temptation. His aim is to make them appear 
like worthless chaff, blown away by the wind and lost, and not like the precious 
grains of wheat that they are.
The Lord knew that out of all his disciples it was Simon who was in the greatest 
danger from the devil. Simon was courageous but he was an unstable character. 
Jesus therefore had a word just for him. He told Simon that he had prayed for 
him in particular, that Satan’s temptations would not so overwhelm him that he 
would fall away and become like Judas Iscariot, the son of perdition. He had 
prayed that Simon would be preserved through his trial and afterwards be made 
a blessing to his brethren. 
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