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books by Christian authors of long ago have

been republished. Even though these were
written in days long before motor cars, trains, radios,
televisions or computers the spiritual lessons we
might learn from them are unchanged.
One such book was written by Thomas Brooks and
first published in 1652. It is called Precious Remedies
Against Satan’s Devices. Thomas Brooks was a
Puritan minister, but he was put out of the Church
of England because he would be true to Scripture. If
you visit some parish churches in England you may
sometimes see a list of the men who over the centuries
were ministers. Look for the year 1662; against that
year you might see ‘ejected’, or something similar.
In the year 1662 about two thousand of the best
ministers were put out of their churches and forbidden
to preach; they were men who stood firm at great cost
to themselves and Thomas Brooks was one of them.
In Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices the
author suggests various ways in which Satan will
attack a Christian. He tells us of the artful tricks Satan
uses and how the Christian can be ready and able to
withstand him. Sometimes the Devil comes to us as
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. At other
times he comes as a wolf dressed in sheep’s clothing
— and that is when he is at his most dangerous. One
of the artful ways in which Satan attacks is to hide the
hook and show the bait. What he means is that Satan
shows us a tasty morsel but hidden in it is a deadly
hook.
His illustration is to do with fishing. | expect that many
of you who read this have been fishing — especially
those of you who live in the Highlands where there
are lochs, many of them full of tasty little brown trout.

D uring the recent past a number of most helpful

| have fished for them myself. | still enjoy angling, but
the fishing is not nearly so good where | live as it is in
the Highlands.

In the winter time | sometimes spend an hour or two
tying some trout flies. Their purpose is to attract the
trout who do not suspect that hidden in what they
thinks is a tasty little caddis fly is a hook. Now | must
make a confession — | am not a very good fly tier and
for that reason | used to go to fly tying classes with
others so | might improve my skills. Our instructor was
a master of the art and when | showed him my efforts
he would kindly say, “Well, it will catch fish!” What he
meant was that | had not made it very well but it would
still deceive a fish.

That is the whole plan of our great enemy and all his
works — he is a deceiver. Our Lord Jesus Christ said
that he is a liar from the beginning. He deceived our
first parents, Adam and Eve, in the Garden of Eden
and since then we have all been born sinners. Satan
shows us something we think is nice, or good, or
pleasant to the eyes, or that might make us wise, but
inside is a deadly hook. Remember then! When you
see a tasty morsel there may be a hook in it — and
you could be caught just like an unsuspecting little
brown trout.

Satan comes to us when we are most easily caught.
The angler likes to be at the water in the evening
when the fish are rising for it is then that fish are
more easily caught. But beware of him! Listen to your
parents and their good advice. Take note of what your
minister says. Read your Bible every day — start at
Genesis 1:1 and read regularly till you get to the end
of Revelation — then start again. If you take note of
these things you will not fall prey to the hook hidden
in the bait.
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"And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money
came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute? He saith, Yes.
And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What
thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or
tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? Peter saith unto him, Of
strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free. Notwithstanding,
lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take
up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou
shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee."
(Matthew 17:24-27)

described it in this way: “old things are passed away; behold, all things

are become new” (2Cor.5:17). We have entered another world, the
kingdom of God, and we see and enjoy what was beyond us before. Yet, as
Simon Peter was to discover, being converted to Christ does not mean that we
no longer have anything to do with the things of this world. While our hearts
and minds may now be elsewhere we must still play our part in society.

This is important. There have been those in the history of the church who
have thought that on becoming Christians they should separate themselves
from their fellow men. They have fled to mountains or deserts or other remote
regions, abandoning family and friends. The idea is that it would surely be
easier to live a holy life away from a sinful world and all its temptations.

Such efforts are bound to end in failure. Sin is found in our hearts and
Satan will pursue us wherever we go. “But every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed” (Jam.1:14). We need grace to live
uprightly wherever the Lord has placed us. In this way we shall be “blameless
and harmless” and “without rebuke”, shining as lights for Christ in a dark world
(Phil.2:15).

To become a Christian is to know a great change in our lives. Paul

Down to Earth

Peter had recently been on the mountain with Christ; there he had seen and
heard wonderful things. Now he was brought right down to earth! He was
with Jesus and the other disciples in the city of Capernaum and there he was
challenged about something quite ordinary: paying tax! It was probably the
temple tax, a sum collected among the Jews to maintain the service of the
sanctuary (Exod.30:16). Those who gathered it wanted to know whether Jesus
paid this tax. Peter was able to say that he did.

Jesus always obeyed the law which God gave to his covenant people
Israel, even down to the smallest detail. He was born a Jew and lived as a Jew.
It was his desire to “fulfil all righteousness” (Matt.3:15) and this he did perfectly
until finally he laid down his life at Calvary. The Father was well pleased with
his beloved Son and we have a Saviour who is able to wash us from our sins
and reconcile us to God.
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