Paynes, took religious vows. Their dwelling was on

the Temple Mount (in Jerusalem) and so they were
named the ‘Knights Templar’. They were ‘armed monks’,
dedicating themselves to the protection of Jerusalem
and the pilgrims who went there. They grew in numbers
throughout Europe and became very wealthy.

In 1119 AD nine crusader knights, led by Hugh de

In 1124 an armed fight broke out in the Vatican in Rome
over who would be the next Pope. For the next fourteen
years there were two men claiming to be Pope; the rivalry
ended when one of them died. The new Pope, Hadrian,
tried to dominate the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa but
Frederick responded by leading an army into Italy. War
was averted only by the timely death of the Pope.

In 1115 a young man called Bernard helped to build
a new monastery at Clairvaux in eastern France. He
became the head (‘Abbot’) of the monastery for the
next thirty eight years and this Bernard of Clairvaux
became an influential preacher; a kind of medieval
Samuel Rutherford who preached much on the love of
Christ. Shortly before his death he said, “There are three
things on which | base my hopes for eternity; the love of
God for his children, the certainty of his promises and
the power by which he will make these promises come
true.” Martin Luther said of Bernard, “l never heard or
read of his equal.”

In every village in western Europe there was a church
building. Unfortunately, in most of them there was
a ceremony called the “Mass”, in which the Roman
Catholic priest, using magic words, was supposed
to change the bread into Jesus! The Pope and his
supporters were responsible for the spread of this
terrible superstition, which is still practised in the Roman
Catholic church today.

In the early twelfth century a priest called Peter of Bruys
began to preach against the abuses of the Papacy. He
taught that infant baptism did not save infants, bread
and wine could not change into the Body of Christ,
the dead receive no benefits from our prayers and
statues and crosses are useless! In 1124 an angry mob

Warring Popes,
Warm-
and Waldensians

hearted Preaching
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Stained glass representation of Bernard of Clairvaux

of Roman Catholics killed him and burned him. The
Papacy was not interested in reform.

In 1145 a second Crusade set out for Palestine but they
were defeated by the Turks in two battles. Very few of
the soldiers returned home and this discouraged anyone
else going out to protect Jerusalem.

In 1177 a man in
southern France called
Peter Waldo organized
a society of Christians
to translate the New
Testament from the
Latin into the language
of the common people
and spread Scriptural
doctrines throughout
southern Europe. This
group were called
“Waldensians” after
its leader. As a result
of their labours many Peter Waldo
people came to understand that the Roman Catholic
church was leading the people away from the teaching
of the Bible and there was a revolt against superstition.
The Pope immediately responded by forbidding the
Bible to be read by anyone who was not a Roman
Catholic priest; worse persecution was to come in the
following century.

In 1187 Saladin, Muslim ruler of Syria and Egypt,
captured Jerusalem. The Pope immediately stirred up
a third Crusade and in 1190 a large army set out under
the leadership of the kings of France, England (Richard
the Lionheart) and the Emperor Frederick (who drowned
on the journey). This army was too weak to accomplish
anything. The two kings quarrelled and they returned
home two years later, leaving Saladin in control of
Jerusalem.

In the twelfth century two new centres of learning were
opened; the University of Paris and the University of
Cambridge.
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We need bread to live
Does a day go by when you don’t eat bread? It is very much part of our daily
food, is it not? In fact, when we pray using the words in the Lord’s prayer,
“Give us this day our daily bread,” we are asking God to provide us with the
food that we need day by day.
We need more than bread
Do you remember when Jesus was forty days without food in the wilderness?
He was hungry, and the devil came, tempting him to turn stones into bread.
Jesus answered using words from Deuteronomy in the Old Testament,
“Man shall not live by bread alone...”
This tells us that there is more to us than what our bodies need. We have a
soul and our soul’s needs have to be attended to. That is why the second
part of Jesus’ answer was
“...but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” (Matt.
4:4)
Our souls need to know what God’s word says to us
Ir Nshr gletxiv : {i vieh efsyx Niwyw jiihirk xli Azi xIsywerh tistyi
jvsq Azi Fewi}pseziw erh x{s wgep Awliw2 X1 tistyi leh jix lyrkv} erh
xlivi {ew irsykl xs iex jysq {lex Niwyw tvszihih jsvxliq xs ji ip wexwAih?
There were even twelve baskets of leftover bread gathered up after everyone
had eaten enough! When the people saw this sign they were very impressed
and said,
“This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.”
but all they could think of was to see Jesus show another sign. They could
not see Jesus as a Saviour from sin but only as someone who would do
great things for them on earth. Later, when the crowds came to him again
he told them that they were only looking for him because he had fed them.
What does Jesus mean to you? Do you see that you need him to be your
Saviour?
Bread has to be worked for
In order to eat, someone has to earn money, so someone in the family needs
a job. Most of us can buy the food we need fairly easily and we forget that
it is God who provides all our needs. We ought to have thankful hearts. We
also ought to give of whatever we have to those who do not know where
their next meal will come from. But Jesus says some hard words in John 6
verse 27,
“Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth
unto everlasting life......”,
reminding us once more how important our souls are and that there is a
different kind of “bread” which feeds our souls. This made the people ask,
“What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?”
They thought that Jesus meant they could earn the food that Jesus could
give them. But Jesus told them that the work of God was to believe in the
one that God had sent — Jesus himself.
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And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree
dried up from the roots. And Peter calling to remembrance
saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst
is withered away. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have
faith in God. For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall say
unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into
the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that
those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have
whatsoever he saith. (Mark 11:20-23)

God’s people and those of the world? There are many

differences of course. There is the way they spend their
time, the company they keep and the pastimes that give them
pleasure. However what marks out Christians most of all is
their faith. They look to the Lord for salvation.

Some men insist that they do not believe in God at all. They
say that there is a natural explanation for everything and so our
world did not need a Creator! But we should give heed to the
words of the Psalmist: “The fool hath said in his heart, There
is no God” (Psa.14:1). The day these individuals die they will
meet the God they denied and will deny him no longer.

Others maintain that we cannot know for definite whether
God exists. But this is also foolish for God has not left himself
without witness (Rom.1:20). When we look at the universe
and all that it contains our conscience tells us of the God
with whom we have to do. The day these individuals die they
will meet the God they disregarded and will disregard him no
longer.

A Christian is someone who is sure that God exists for he
has met him already in this life. He says with the Israelites on
mount Carmel, “The Lord, he is the God” (1 Kings 18:39). What
creation and conscience told him has been confirmed to him
by the Bible, the word of God. There the light of truth shines
brightly and God speaks plainly. How holy he is, hating all sin!
How wicked we are, deserving only his wrath! We are filled
with a sense of shame before the Lord but we see the wonder
of his grace in the face of Jesus Christ who died at Calvary for
the guilty. Like Simon Peter, we hear the call of Christ in the
gospel and join ourselves to the Saviour.

Our great need then is for a true faith in God. What Simon
was now to learn is the work that belongs to faith while the
Christian is in this world.

Can you think of the most important difference between

Using our Faith

At the time Christ and his disciples were staying in a village
named Bethany, going from there to Jerusalem each day. As
they made their way to the city one day Peter saw something
by the roadside which made him think: a fig tree shrivelled up
and quite dead. He went back in his mind to the previous day
when Christ had cursed that same tree because although it
was very leafy it was fruitless. When Peter pointed out the tree
to Jesus he was told, “Have faith in God.”

If we have saving faith then it should be evident in our

SIMON PETER: PART 12

daily walk for “the just shall live by faith” (Heb.10:38). Though
Simon was a believer Jesus was encouraging him to exercise
his faith. When we do so we are following in the footsteps of
Abel, Enoch, Noah and all the men and women of God who
have obtained a good report through faith.

Beware of the sort of faith which like that fig tree has
plenty of ‘leaves’ but no ‘fruit’. There are those who say they
believe in God and pledge themselves to him but their lives
tell a different story. Paul said of such: “They profess that they
know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable,
and disobedient* (Tit.1:16). Faith in Christ ought to be the
foundation for a life of good works by which God is glorified.

Moving Mountains

How should we use our faith? Jesus pointed to the mount
of Olives which they were now approaching. He told the
disciples that if they were to tell that mountain to enter into the
sea of Galilee many miles away and believe firmly that it would
happen then they would not be disappointed!

What does this mean for us? Christians are engaged in
spiritual warfare and must “fight the good fight of faith” if they
are to enter glory (1Tim.6:12). We are enlisted on the side of
Jesus Christ against the world, the flesh and the devil. In their
opposition to us these enemies are like great mountains in our
path. We cannot go around them. Instead we must conquer
them and “this is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith” (1John 5:4).

Where there is faith there will always be prayer. What can
prayer achieve? In a sense it can do anything that God can
do! The prayer of faith lays hold of the One who is infinite in
power and who fights his people’s battles with them and for
them. This is how Peter would prevail against his spiritual foes.
Let us encourage ourselves therefore to trust in the Lord even
more than we have done:

“My soul, wait thou with patience

upon thy God alone;

On him dependeth all my hope

and expectation.” (Ps.62:5)

Dealing with Doubt

Jesus reminded the disciples of the great enemy of faith,
which is doubt. When we make a request to God we should
“ask in faith, nothing wavering” (Jam.1:6) but too often the
Lord has to say to us as he said to them, “O ye of little faith”
(Matt.6:30)! Not surprisingly on another occasion the disciples
urged the Lord, “Increase our faith” (Luke 17:5). How should
we deal with our doubt?

If we would be convinced that what the Bible teaches is
true and what it promises the Christian is certain then we need
to come to the word of God with meekness. We must put aside
our own wisdom and receive whatever God has revealed. We
must repent of any sin we know to be in our lives. We must
readily obey whatever commands God gives us.

Believing in God does not depend on how learned or clever
we are. Peter was a simple fisherman yet by grace he was now
serving Christ. We should pray with humility, “Lord, | believe;
help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24). Then we will be like
Abraham, “strong in faith, giving glory to God” (Rom.4:20).

Simon Peter would later write a letter to “them that have
obtained like precious faith with us” (2Pet.1:1). Precious faith
indeed, that leads us to eternal life! Do you have faith in
God?
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