
STONES

“My Godly Grandfather, Angus MacLeod, built it,” said Mr. 
MacKenzie.
I looked at the barn, and immediately, the words from the Bible, 
‘fitly built together’ flashed into my mind.
“Yes,” he continued, “my grandfather was a crofter-fisherman, 
and on his fishing trips he would carefully choose stones from 
other parts of the country and bring them back for the building 
of the barn”. 
I had another look. Yes! The stones were different, from each 
other and from the local ones.
“And another thing,” he continued, “they are all beautiful! If 
you compare the stones in this barn with stones in the dykes 
around us, you can see how ordinary the stones in the dykes 
are by comparison.” 
What my friend said was perfectly true. As I looked I thought 
about the building of the magnificent temple, planned by King 
David, but built by his son Solomon.
The Temple was very important to God’s people. It was a sign 
to them that God was with them. What a disgrace and cause 
of distress it was when it was desecrated and destroyed in 
the time of Nebuchadnezzar. But the  important thing about 
the temple was that it pointed forward to a new and different 
kind of temple which God was building using his people as his 
stones!

“Ye are God’s building” 1 Cor. 3: 9.
It would be a “spiritual” building:

“Ye also as lively (living) stones, are built up a spiritual 
house” 1 Peter 2:5.

Before work was started on the building of Solomon’s temple, 
careful preparations were made away from the building-site. 
“The house (temple) when it was in building, was built of 
stone made ready before it was brought thither, so that there 
was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the 
house.” 1 Kings 6:7.
God’s ‘living temple’ is a building that people cannot see! It is 
made up of all who trust in his Son. Nor do we hear the sounds 
of the Heavenly worker as he prepares his stones, and sets 
them in their place. The work proceeds silently, as the Holy 
Spirit works in the hearts of men and women, boys and girls.
In the Old Testament God wanted his people to know that 
he was among them and the Temple building helped them to 
understand this. 
Jesus came and lived a holy life on this earth and died and 
rose again for his people’s sin. All who believe in him are his 
temple — the temple where he wants to dwell through the Holy 
Spirit. That is why Christians should live holy lives. God lives 

in them.
“… ye also are builded together for an habitation of God  
through the Spirit” Eph. 2: 22.

The more I thought about this interesting little barn, the more 
I could see comparisons between it and the temple that God 
is building.
The barn took a long time to put up. Old Mr. MacLeod was 
not in such a hurry that he took any old stones that were to be 
found. He, and then his grandson, who was showing us the 
barn, took time looking for the right ones.
God is building his Church over the centuries. He is patient with 
sinners, giving them time to repent and turn to him.
The stones came from places afar off — well, far off to the likes 
of the crofter-fisherman. God’s people belong to

“all nations, and kindreds and people, and tongues” 
Rev. 7:9.

Even in countries where the name of Jesus is hated, and his 
followers are persecuted, there are people who quietly believe 
in him as their Saviour.
The stones were all different in shape and size. You can see 
from the picture how wonderfully the stones of varying sizes 
fitted together. Some must have been difficult to manoeuvre 
into their place as they were so heavy. Others were really tiny! 
But they fitted so well together:

“In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord” Eph 2:21.

Christians, like the stones, are all different, in their personalities, 
gifts and abilities. They also come from different countries and 
have different customs. But all who trust the Saviour are part 
of the one building.
The stones were actually beautiful. God’s “stones”, in 
themselves, are not beautiful. They are spoiled and dirtied by 
the sin in their hearts. But in Christ they are made ‘new’ — they 
are washed and made beautiful with Christ’s righteousness. 
Another picture that the Bible uses to describe all believers is 
to say that the church (believers) is like a beautiful bride for 
Christ.
The dimensions. The barn is of a very modest size. The temple 
in Old Testament times was very large. In heaven, God’s 
temple will be made up of 

“a great multitude which no man could number” Rev. 7:9.
I hope you like the picture of the barn. Maybe some of you 
have seen it. More important than the barn is making sure 
that you come to Jesus, the Saviour, confessing your sin and 
asking God to forgive you and to transform you into one of the 
beautiful stones in his Temple.
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Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, or even 
to all? And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom 
his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of 
meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh 

shall find so doing. (Luke 12:41-43)

The Bible is full of the wonderful things that Jesus did when He was in 
this world. Having proclaimed the good news of God’s kingdom and 
confirmed it by his mighty deeds he lay down his righteous life as a 

sacrifice, taking the place of the guilty. Then he rose from the dead and 
showed himself alive to his disciples. Finally he ascended to the right hand 
of the Father in glory.
	 Do you realise that Jesus is coming back one day? On that day believers 
who have died and gone to heaven will return with Christ. Believers who are 
alive on earth will be looking for him. In his power and glory Christ will bring 
everything in God’s kingdom to perfection. This is how Paul describes it: 
“Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 
9:28).
	 Many mock the idea that our Saviour will be seen again. Perhaps you 
have heard people say, “Where is the promise of his coming?” (2 Pet. 3:4). Do 
not be like them! Your Bible tells you that Christ is coming. Because it gives 
no date some give the matter no thought but that is foolish. “For yet a little 
while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry” (Heb.10:37).
	 Jesus had been teaching the disciples about these things. He told them 
a parable about a man returning home after his wedding. His servants were 
ready for him, although they did not know when he would appear. He told 
them another parable about a man who was sleepy and careless. One day 
he found that a thief had broken into his house and stolen his goods. The 
lesson is that we are to watch and wait for Christ’s return.
	 Simon Peter asked the Lord whether his words were for the twelve or for 
every disciple. There is not one of us who does not need the warning Jesus 
gave. Yet Christ’s words were especially for the apostles and all who preach 
the gospel. They tell us something about the work of Simon and other 
ministers in Christ’s household, the church.

Faithful Stewards
	 Ministers are stewards of Christ’s household. They are entrusted with the 
treasure of his house. That treasure is the Bible, the Word of God, and the 
gospel it contains. There is nothing more valuable in this world than this. 
	 It is required in stewards firstly that they be faithful (1Cor.4:2). Ministers 
must not corrupt God’s word but teach every doctrine just as it is. Their 
business is not to entertain but to enlighten. In the church we must hear of 
the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man. We must learn of the glorious 
Person and saving work of Christ. We must be told of the grace and power of 
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