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Page 8.  Friend or Foe?

Can you tell if the person in 
the photo above is a friend 
or foe (an enemy)? Here is 
a little story that teaches 
us how we can learn to tell 
the difference between the 
good and the bad.

Page 4.  The Best Helper

The concluding part of the 
article about how the Lord 
Jesus is the Best Helper.

Page 3.  James makes a 
              splash

James goes for a swimming 
lesson and learns about the 
need to trust.

The Explorer

The final plant of the Bible we are to look at is another tree. The fir tree occurs widely and especially 
in mountainous areas. Like the cedar, to which it is closely related, it is a conifer, meaning that it 
carries its seeds in structures called cones. While pine trees like our Scots pine often have small, 

round cones the firs tend to have long cones which stand upright on the branches.

There are about fifty species of fir. The different species can be told apart by the size and shape of 
the cones and the pattern of the leaves. Although the wood of most firs is only used as rough timber 
or pulped to make paper, in the Scriptures the fir tree had some special uses. When king David and 
his chosen men brought up the ark of God from Gibeah they played before the Lord on “all manner of 
instruments made of fir wood” (2 Sam. 6:5). Later when king Solomon built the temple its floor, doors 
and panelling were made of wood from fir trees (1 Kings 6:15,34; 2 Chron. 3:5).

Through the prophet Hosea God called his people Israel to repentance. They had fallen from their 
greatness by their sin and brought many troubles upon themselves. The Lord assured them of his 
blessing if they would turn back to him. Their guilt would be removed and God would be reconciled to 
them. They would flourish spiritually and be fruitful by his grace. This was his sure promise.

The Fir — Promise
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I am like a green fir tree (Hosea 14:8)
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